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reginalde9dinaldinald hebereber SsmithI1nth Ffellowseiio b-acbackk cac1 M I1

fellows members specialize in indian laws
reginald heber smith fell-

ows assigned to legal services
programs which work mainly
with indians met last week in
denver colorado to discuss
special aspects of indian and pov-
erty law the fellows work with
legal services programs which
serve navajo sioux blackfeet
cherokee and crow indians in
addition to alaskan indian eski-
mos and aleutsaleuns

one of the most significant
results of this meeting was an
endorsement of the land claims

bill as proposed by the alaska
federation of natives

the smith fellowship program
is funded by the legal services
branch of the office of econom-
ic opportunity and is a year-
long program directed by the
university of pennsylvania focus-
ing on development and analysis
of emerging legal principals and
remedies the fellows meeting
in denver were all attorneys
with several beareyeareyears experience in
the specialized field of indian
law

the resolution finally adopted
by the smith fellows closely
aligned itself with the AFN posi-
tion calling for the confirmation
of full legal title to 40 million
acres of land in native peoples
and the payment of 500 million
dollars along with a 2 per cent
overriding royalty the resolu-
tion was adopted only after
lengthy discussions dealing with
the case law and principles which
establish a claim to aboriginal
title the legal principle upon
which the land claims issue
revolves the lawyers specificspecificallyspecificallally
recognized the legal right of the
alaskan natives to their land
and to their monetary compen-
sation

although the support for the
resolution was unanimous sever-
al of the fellows questioned
whether the land portion of the
settlement was sufficient this
concern was based on the fears
that the 40 million acre figure
would not be sufficient to sus-
tain a subsistence economy and
that therefore the figurereprefigure repre-
sented a decision against the
continuation of a native subsissubkis

tence culture A question was
also raised as to whether the title
to the native lands would be tax
protected

the fellows also heard news
from the alcatraz indian terri-
tory from joe bill originally of
hooper bay alaska who is a
resident of the island and a mem-
ber of the alcatraz council mr
bill indicated that the island is
being held under an indian
treaty which gave indians a pre-
ferred right in governmental sur-
plus property such as alcatraz
the island also is the site of an
ancient indian burial and spiritualspiritaal
ground

kenaikenaiassnassn
sympatheticsympatheti c to
land claims

flore lekanof aleut league
president spoke before the
monthly meeting of the kenai
education association meeting
at soldotnasoldoinaSold otna on january 23

affiliated with the AFN
Sspeakerspeakers bureau of the office of
public relations under the dir-
ectorshipectorship of james W thomas
lekanof stated the response
from the kenai education asso-
ciation members of the native
land claims efforts was very
warm

he also stressed having
spoken to several of the members
individually after the meeting
my impression was that the teach-
ers in the kenai peninsula area
were very sympathetic to a3 gen-
erous settlement by congress

lekanof will also be appear-
ing before various groups through
the AFN speakers bureau in the
future

unitarianunitanan church
of anchorageanchora6rrta
forlandbsuefor land issue

unitarian universalist fellow-
ship church in anchorage unani-
mously passed a resolution last
weeweekk in support of the AFN
land claims bill

gary houlthausHoulthaus a spokesman
for the unitarian universalist
fellowship and assistant to the
dean and lecturer at alaska
methodist university said that
the resolution which endorses

a just equitable generous and
early settlement of the claims
including the principle of revenue
sharing would be sent to the
unitarian general assembly for
its consideration of endorsement

AFN field coordinator show-
alter J smith spoke to the as-
sembly on the land claims issue
prior to passage of the resolu-
tion
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CECIL BARNES the alaska federation of natives board member t

cecil barnes does not hesitate to dissent when he thinksthinks that a
subject matter is not to his liking the AFN board is made up of
such men as barnes and the sessions become heated at times i
which reflects the seriousness of matters dealt with A cordovcordova
eskimo barnes was raised in a family of 14 children he is married
and has four children

know your leadersaders m
A former marine with 4 battle

stars in his serviceservica record from
the korean conflict cecil barnes
is a young outspoken individual
on the alaska native land claims

issue
barnes a chugachchurach eskimo

from cordova was raised in i
family of 14 children

barnes and his itattractivetractive wcifawifa
have 4 children

after graduating from high
school he attended radio anand
television school he now isis em-
ployed

CAezby western airlines as an
electronics technician A

when the alaska fedefederationrathodratiod 4
of natives inc was becoming an
entity bamesbarnes served as the chair-
man

4
for the constitution and by-

lawsI aws committee of the alaska
federation of natives associa-
tion

I1

he has also been the past
cook inlet native association
board member

cecil bamesbarnes is presenpresentlyalytly the
chugachchurach native association field
representative member of the
AFN board of directors and the
steering committee and isiis also
serving on the rural affairs com-
mission of the state

elderly indianan asks some pertinentP ent questiquestionslons
january 23 1970

dear editor

I1 am a full blooded indian 84
years of age I1 was raised in the
holy cross mission in the yukon
territoryterritoryinterrito ryInin those days the mis-
sionariessionaries had to live like the na-
tives because there were no white
people and the russians had left
during those days at the boarding
school we boys had to work as
soon as we were big enough to
carry a stick of wood if we
didnt work we didnt eat

I1 was born after russia sold
alaska to the united states I1

left school during the gold rush
in 1898 when the white people
began to come and with them
came civilization of the native
people

when I1 came from the kusko
cwirnkwimkwirn I1 met an 80 year old rus-
sian man by the name of ander
anofadof he had one son and two
daughters Hhee was a bookkeeper
forforaa russian company over here
he had a lot of records which he
kept and he would read them
often one day he read them to
me I1 told him to hold on to the
records and guard themasthem as they
would be valuable one day he
said when he died he would give
them to his son to keep this he
did when his son died I1 inquired
about the records and was told
that the son had sold them to a
store keeper in the village of
sleetmuteSleet mute where the quick sil-
ver

sit-
ver mine used to be if the in-
dians could locate the records
there might be some information

that would help in the settling of
the native land claims issue
the following is some of the
things the old russian told me

he was present during the
purchase of alaska he said that
the russians could not conquer
the indians and this is why they
sold alaska to the united states
there were few russians here
and their stations were far apart
1 I saw some of them in my early
days of travel I1 was told how
the russians would line the in-
dians up along the bank of the
kuskokwimkuskokwirn river and see how
many they could kill with one
shot of a muzzle loader gun

the russians had a smaltsmall

round house with three or four
brass cannons in it this house
had small slots in the walls to
shoot through and behind it was
a log house for the soldiers
there were about 7400074.000 indians
here then according to the old
russian so the russians would
invite the indians to the com-
munity halls in the villages and
get parents of the children drunk
on whiskey they would then
give the children tobacco leaves
they killed hundreds of children
in this manner

now the russians committed
all these atrocities and many
others because they were simply
outnumbered and could not con

POINTED QUESTIONS an old indian ralph P dulakbulak formerly
of holy cross now of soldotnasoldoinaSoldotna in a letter to anchorage daily
news asked some pointed questions about the status of native lanlandsds
in alaska ralph dulak is now living in a trailer near soldotnasoldoinaSold otna

querthequer the indians so even with altall
the indians they killed outright
and the ones they killed by the
diseases they brought the rus-
sians knew they were fighting a
losing battle when they seen this
they took advantage of the op-
portunityportunity to sell alaska then all
but the very old russians went
back to russia

now if the russians could
not conquer the indians where
did they get legal title to the
land how could they selfsell land
to the united states to which
they had no legal title or even
aboriginal rights such as we in-
dians have what it amounts to
is that the russians stole the
land and the united states
bought stolen land russia was
in a dire financial crises at this
time and was one way the rus-
sianss ans had of helping their country
financiallyf

why didnt the russians give
the money fromfroni the purchase of
alaskaalaskabaska to the indiansind ians why didntdid nt
the united states check into the
rightful ownership of the land
when statehood came in 1959
why did congress allow state-
hood without checking into clear
title of the land that was the
time for all titles to be cleared
just as the title to personalpersonalproporop
erty has to be cleared before
transfer of ownershiphershipow isexecuted

if alaska legally became a
state why does congress allow
the nativesnat labslvbs to freeze the land
and tie up business negotiations
who can answer theseth ese questions

ralph P bik

afredketzleralfredAfredketzler
addressesbodiakodiakkodiak i

nadveassnnative assn I1

deputy director of the alaska J

federation of natives inc al Z

fred ketzler adaraddraddressed6asedssed the kodi J

ak area native associations
meetingnieeting held on january 24 aatt
kodiak upon invitation from
KANAsKANAs president harrymarry carter

the group of over SO50 people
heard the variousvarioubariouq specificsspecifics of the
AFN landclaimslbilllandqlaims bill now beforebefore
both0afttft houses of congressA

keketzlerazletzle r
explained

his presentation alsoalsoincludedincluded I1
the treaty of the yukon which
is a compromise position of the
two alaskanalas6nalason senaiorslsenators mike gra-
vel and tedted8tevefiistevens as presented
before the senate interior and I1

insular affaffairsairs c67committeemifiuftfqe e in de-
cember
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