- CONFERENCE REPORT

920 Conoress | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { ReporT
13t Session No. 92-746

ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS SETTLEMENT ACT
Decemaer 18, 1071.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. AsrinNaLL, from the committee of conference,
submitted the following

CONFERENCE REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 10367]

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 10367) “to
provide for the settlement of certain land claims of Alaska Natives,
and for other purposes,” having met, after full and free conference,
have agreed to re d and do r d to their respective
ITouses s follows:

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of
the Senate to the text of the bill, and agree to the same with an amend-
ment as follows:

. ]X‘n liey of the matter inserted by the Senate amendment, insert the
allowing:

7l this Act may be cited as the “Alaska Native Claims Settlement

VA

DECLARATION OF POLICY

Spe. 2 Congress finds and declares that— .

(12) there iy an immediate need for a fair and just settlement of
all eliims by Natives and Native groups of Alaska, based on
aboriginal land claims;

thy the settlement should be accomplished rapidly, with cer-
tainty. in conformity with the real economic and social needs of
Vulives, without ltigation, with mawhmum partiofpation b
Nustives in decisions affecting their rights and property, with-
onl, ostublishing any permanent racially defined institutions,
vt privilegex, or alfli(/ah'om!. without creating a reservation
sy o or lengthy avardship or trusteeship, and without adding
ta the categories of property and institutions enjoying special tax
privileges or to the legislution establishing special relationships
fnhm‘m the I nited States Gorernment and the State of ‘Alaska;

(¢) no provision of this Act shall veplace or diminish any right,
privilege. or obligation of Natives as citizens of the United States
or of Alaska, or relicve, replace, or diminish any obligation of the
["nited States or of the State of Alaska to protect and promote the
rights or welfare of Natives as citizens of the United States or o
Alaska: the Secretary is authorized and directed, togéther wit
other appropriate agencies of the United States Government, to
make a study a{ all Federal programs primarily designed to bene~
fit Native people and to report back to the Congress with his recom-
mendutions /m' the future management and operation of these
programs within three years of the date of enactment of this Act;

(d) no provision of this Act shall constitute a precedent for
reopening. renegotiating. or legislating upon any 'puat settlement
inrolving land cluims or other matters with any Native organiza-
tions. or any tribe, band. or identifiable group of American
Indians;

(e) no ;)roz-in'on of this Act shall effect a change or changes in

. the petrolenm veserve policy veflected_in sections 7421 through
r,;.}ﬂlaf title 10 of the United States Code except as specifically
provided in this Act;

(f) no provision of this Act shall be construed to constitute a
Jjurisdictional act. to confer jurisdiction to sue, nor to grant im-
plied consent to Natives to sue the United States or any of its offi-
cers with respect to the claims extinguished by the operation of

" this Act; andp

(g) no provision of this Act shall be construed to terminate or
otheriwise curtail the activities gf-the Economic Development Ad-
ministration or other Federdl agencies conducting loan or loan
and grant programs in Alaska. For this purpose only, the terms

“Indian reservation” and “trust or restricted Indian-owned land .

areas” in Public Law 89-136, the Public Works and Economic
Derelopment Act of 1965. as amended, shall be interpreted to
include lands qranted to Natives under this Act as long as such
lands remain in the ownership of the Native villages or the Re-
gional Corporations.

DEFINITIONS

Ske. 3. For the purposes of this Act, the term— :

(a) “Secretary” means the Secretary of the Interior;

() “Native” means a citizen of the United States who is a person
of onc-fourth degree or more Alaska Indian (including Tsimshian
Indians not enrolled in the Metlaktla Indian Community) Eskimo,
or Aleut blood. or combination thereof, The term includes any Native,
ux na defined either or both of whase adoptive parents are not Natives.
1t alxo includes. in the abaence of proof of a minimum. blood quantun,
any citizen of the U'nited States who is vegarded as an Alaska Native

hy Ihr,,‘,\’ulirr rilluge or Native group of which he claims to be a mem-,

her and whose father or mother.is (or, if deceased, was) regarded as
Native by iy village or group, Any decision of the Secretary regard-
ing eligibility for enrollment shall be final;
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(c) “Nagjve village” means any tribe, band, clan, group, village,
community, or association in A'nska listed in sections 11 and 16 of this
Act, or wi:lich ineets the requirements of this Act, and which the Secre-
tary determines was, on the 1970 census enumeration date (as shown b
the census or other evidence satisfactory to the Secretary, who s
make findings of fact in each instance), composed of twenty-five or
more Natives; .

(@) “Native group” means any tribe, band, clan, village, community,
or village ussociation of Natives in Alaska composed of less than
;wefl\g -fve Natives, who comprise a majority of the residents of the
«cality;

(e) “Public lands” means all Federal lands and interests therein
located in Alaska except: (1) the smallest practicable tract, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, enclosing land actually used in tion with
the administration of any Federal instillations, and (2) land selections
of the State of Alaska which have been patented or tentatively
approved under section 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood Act,as amended
(72 Stat. 841,77 Stat. 223) , or identified for selection by the State prior
to January 17, 1969; .

(f) “State” means the State of Alaska;

(9) “Regional Corporation” means an Alaska Native Rcybﬂm
poration established under the laws of the State of Alaska in
ance with the provisions of this Act;

(k) “Person” means any individual, firm, corporation, association,

or partnership;

{t)")"“ﬂlum'cipal Corporation” means any general unit of municipal
government under the laws of the State of Alaska;

(j) “Village Corporation” means an Alaska Native Village Cor-
poration organized under the laws of the State of Alaska as a busi-
ness for profit or nonprofit corporation to hold, invest, manage and/or
distribute lands, property, funds, and other vights and assets for and
on behalf of a Native village in accordance with the terms of this Act.

(k) “Fund” means the Alaska Native Fund in the Treasury of the
United States established by section 6; and

(2) “Planning Commission” means the Joint Federal-State Land
Use Planning Commission established by section 17.

DECLARATION OF BETTLEMENT

8Ec. 4. (a) Al prior conveyances of public land and water areas
in Alaska, or any interest therein, pursuant to Federal law, and all
tentative approvals pursuant to section 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood
Act, shall be regarded as an extinguishment of the aboriginal title
thereto, if any. ’

(8) AUl abariginal titles, if any, and claims of aboriginal title in
Alaska based on use and occupancy, including submerged land under-
neath all\oater areas, doth inland and offshore, and including any
aboriginal hunting or fishing rights that may exist, are hereby ex-
tinguished. X

(¢) AU claims against the United States, the State, and oll other
persons that are based on claims of aboriginal right, title, use, or
occupancy of land or water areas in Alaska; or that are based on any
statute or treaty of the United States relating to Native use and
occupancy. or thit are based on. the laws of any other nation, includ-
ing any sucl Jaims that arve pending before any Federal or state -
conrt or the Ludian Claims Commission, are hereby extinguished.

ENROLLMENT

Skc. 5. (n) The Secvetarn shall prepare within two years from the
date of enactment of this Act @ roll of all Natives who were born on
or before. und who are living on, the date of enactment of this Act.
Any decision of the Servetary rvegarding cligibility for enrollment
shall be final.

(b) The roll prepared by the Secretary shall show for each Native,
amony other things. the region and the village or other place in which
he resided on the date of the 1970 census enumeration, and he shall be
enrolled according to such residence. Except as provided in subsection
(), a Native eligible for enrollment who is not, when the roll is pre-
paved, a permanent resident of one of the twelve. regions established
pursuant to subsection 7 (a) shall be enrolled by the Secretary in one
of the twelve regions, giving priority in the following order to—

(1) the region where the Native resided on the 1970 census date
if he had resided there without substantial interruption for two
01 more years;
(2) theregion where the Native previously resided for an aggre-
gate of ten years or more;
(3) the region where the Native was born; and
(4) the region from which an ancestor of the Native came:
The Secretary may enroll a Native in a different region when necessary
to avoid enrolling members of the same family in different regions or
otherwise avoid hardship.

(¢) A Native eligible for enrollment who is eighteen years of age
or alder and i8 not a permanent resident of one of the twelve regions
may., on the date he files an application for enrollment, elect to be
enrolled in a thirteenth region “for Natires who are non-residents of
-Uaska, if such region is established pursuant to subsection 7(c). If
such vegion is not established, he ahalf be enrolled as provided in sud-
section (b). I1is election shall apply to all dependent members of his
hausehold wha ave less than eighteen years of age, but shall not affect
the enrollment of anyone else.

ALASKA NATIVE FUND

Nee. 6. (a) There is hereby established in the United States Treas-
zry{ an Aitgl'a Native Fund into which the following moneys shall
e deposited :

(1) 8462500000 from the general fund-of the Treasury, which
are authorized to be appropriated according to the followi:
schedule

(A4) 812,500,000 during the fiscal year in which this Aot
hecomes effective;

(B) $50000000 during the second fiscal 'y

(@) 870,000,000 during fach of the third, fourth, and fifth

fiscal years;
(D} 40,200,000 during the siath fiscal year; and



