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FINAL VERSION OF NATIVE
CLAIMS SETTLEMENT ACT
AS OF DECEMBER 8, 1971
ANALYSIS OF THE BILL
LAND: Native title to 40 mil-
lion acres of land would be con-
firmed.. This would be a full
fee interest in 40 million acres,
surface and sub-surface. The
lands would be selected within
a, four year period beginning
with the date of enactment. All
selections would have priority

the village and at the same time
outside the restricted area. Thus
villages in  Wildlife Refuges
would select additional surface
lands and their sub-surface entit-
lement out of the lands immed-
iately surrounding the Wildlife
Refuge. The in lieu provision
guarantees a full entitlement of
22 million acres of land during
this phase of selections.

The 22 million acres of vill-
age land would be selected dur-
ing a 3 (?) year period after en-
actment. During that time no
State sel could be made

over new State sel since
the bill sets aside certain town-
ships for selection by Natives
and other townships for select-
ions by the State.

An initial sélection of 22 mil-
lion acres would be made by the
villages. The amount of land al-
located to each village would de-
pend on the population of that
village. Al selections would be
compact and contiguous lands
taken from a 25 township with-
drawal around each village. Vill-
ages located on the coastline as
as well as villages in the interior
would have a full 25 township
withdrawal. ' Villages located in
Wildlife Refuges and Pet 4 wou-
Id not have a full 25 township
withdrawal but would be lim-
ited to selections within a full 9
township withdrawal. Further-
more, villages in those restricted
areas could select only a maxim-
um of 4 townships and no min-
eral rights would be available in
those areas.

Because of the restrictions on
surface and subsurface rights in
Wildlife Refuges and Petroleum
Reserve No. 4, certain villages
would not receive their full ent-
itlement to surface and sub-sur-
face estate out of the 9 or 25
township withdrawals. In this
case, there would be additional
“in lieu” selections. The short-
age in both surface and sub-
surface estate would be selected
from the public lands closest to

in the 25 township withdrawal.
Villages would be entitled to se-

would be entitled to select 16
million acres of land on a."land
loss” basis. The total of village
selections withina particular re-
gion and the regional selections

for that region would, as closely -

as possible, be proportionate to
the size of the region. In the ev-
ent village selections for one or
more regions exceeded the reg-
ion’s “land loss’ allocation, the
excess would be deducted from
other regions which still- have
land entitlements. The deduct-
ion will be apportioned on a
“land loss”’ basis.

The 16 million acres will be
selected out of the same 25

lect no more than 3
of tentatively approved land per
village.

At the end of the 3 year per-
iod the regional corporations

p
for village selection. However,
Natives will select from alternat-
ing townships and the State will
select from the other townships

within the 25 township with-
drawal. Thus Natives and the
State will select from a checker-
board withdrawal pattern. The-
se selections must be made with-
in the one year following the
three year village selection per
od.

An additional 2 million acres
will sbe available for allocation
under “hardship” provisions.

These lands will be selected
from the withdrawals made for
villages which later prove to
have less than 25 residents and
thus not be qualified for village
land selections, and from addit-
ional withdrawals to be deter-
mined by the Secretary of the
Interior.

MONEY: A total of $962.5
million will be paid as compen-
sation for the extinguishment of

other land rights.  This con-
sists of a 2 per cent royalty
which continues until $500 mil-
lion .is paid and a Federal appro-
priation of $462.5 million. The
Federal appropriation would be
paid over an |l year period accor-
ding to the following schedule:

FISCAL YEAR ——AMOUNT

1972 $12,500,000
1973 50,000,000
1974 70,000,000
1975 70,000,000
1976 70,000,000
1977 40,000,000
1978 30,000,000
1979 30,000,000
1980 30,000,000
1981 39,000,000
1982 30,000,000

TOTAL $462,500,000

BLM Sees New Role After Claims Settlement

The pending native  claims
legislation, regardless of its final
provisions places the Bureau of
Land Management in a new role
in managing Alaska’s  public
lands.  The bureau’s first prio-
rity in Alaska will be to transfer
lands selected or claimed to in-
dividual natives or groups as
rapidly as possible.

Much work has already been
done by BLM to try to get a
head start but much more re-
mains

BLM has signed an agreement
with BIA-which outlines ‘some
of the joint and separate res-
ponsibilities of the 2 agencies.

Under this agreement, BLM
will provide information for a
BIA directed public information
program. The bureau will also
have representatives on trave!ing
teams formed to describe the
provisions of the final legislation
to native villages and other con-
cemed groups.

BLM hopes to assist BIA in
creating training courses for na-

" patents to private persons,

tives. The trainees could then be
hired by BLM to help with the
work that must be done before
patents can be given.

BLM will also give informa-
tion, where it exists, from its
records on land status and the
resources around the villages so
natives can make informed de-
cisions on what lands to select.

In its long history of issuing
the
federal government has had to
establish  certain  procedures.
These are designed to insure that
the patentee has good title
which will not be attacked in
future years.

Before lands are patented to
the native villages, a basic deter-
mination which must be made
is whether there are any valid
claims which must be honored
first. Some of these claims are
already shown on the official
public land records. Others may
involve settlers who have not
recorded their claims, or there
may be mining claims which are
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not recorded with BLM.

Such lands are not available
for selection by the villages. To
find all of these and tell the
villages which lands can be selec-
ted, BLM niust examine the land
on the ground.

To look at up to 25 town-
ships withdrawn around about
200 villages is a big job and will
take time and people. This
phase will probably take several
years to complete, %dfter  the
various selections are made.

Once the land to be trans-
ferred to individuals is definitely
identified it must be surveyed
by BLM. This will involve both
the survey of the boundary of
the large village selections and
the smaller individual claims.

It will also be necessary to
survey the villages themselves
to. identify the lots which the
village deeded to individuals.
Plans will then be prepared from
the field reports, and upon ap-
proval by Washington, the land
office can prepare the patents.

Depending on available man-
power, it may take 10-15 years
or more to survey most of the
selections.  This time, coupled
with the necessary ‘“examine
time,” indicates that the last
patent may not be issued for

20 years or more after the
legislation is passed. In view
.of these problems, BLM and

BIA"will jointly determine prior-
ities and identify areas that, for
one reason or another, should
be examined and surveyed ahead
of others.

BLM has also been involved
in gathering much informa-
tion as possible.  The bureau
has created a file for each village.
The file contains land office
status plats, maps showing the
appropriate location of the with-
drawals according to the terms
of existing legislation, and com-
putations on the acreage in each
township and the number of
acres not available for selection
becanse of existing rights. Such
data gathering is continuing.

OMOBILE THAT YOU CAN BUY!
our exciting new models that are unique with
revolutionary new ideas and engineering excel-
lence...that's Sno*Jet for 1972! You'll hnd
new features like “Positrack’ con- ”
trolled traction, new “Multiflex slide slupen-
sion system, direct focus cooling and new ski

‘52‘72 SNO*JET...THE BEST ENGINEERED

shock absorbers.. See them...or. write Alaska

Marine for all the details.
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Anchorage

The best snomobile

deal in Alaska!

vt e
Easy-to-start, dependable and with a big
292 cc Yamaha engine that gives it lots

anywhere in Alaska.

Alaska

M[L MARINE & EQUIPMENT, INC.

19hp electric start

of power and speed. Ready for shipment




