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WRIGHT : BILL IS GOOD . . .
( Continued from pogepage 1)1))

tingslings in many areas of Alaskalaska ..'
"II" thinkthlllk the AFNAPN will concon-con-

tinue

¬.-

tinueI1l\ueI1lue\ tptito.> grow stronger , econo-econoecunoecono-
njitfally

-.

njitfallyrtiidalyI\1II1I\' ally and politicallypulitlcally , as a serser-ser-
vice

¬.-

vice OrganisationOrganizationrgallllatlUn on a statewidestatewlstatewide-
basis

ee-

basIsbasis forfur assistingaSSlslmg andandmitlatlllgandInitiatinginitiatingmitlatlllgmitlatlllg-
statewl

Initiating-
statewidestatewidestatewl e programs ," liehe saidsaid-

Focus
said-

Focus
said-

FocusFocus for AFN efforts thistlmtlm-

yedr

this-
yearyearyedr will be in111 Juneau where thethe-
Aldska

the-
AlaskaAlaskaAldska StaleSIdleState Legislature mustmmtmuttmmt-
pass

mutt-
passpass laws , to "implementimplement" anilJIIIIandJIII-
Idovetail

and-
dovetaildovetail into11110 the Measuresr'leasurerleasure' ,

,""
WrightWraght saidsal

The first acualjobsaclual| jobs inIOlmpleimpleimple-impleimplerimple-
mcnting

¬.-
IrI-

mentlllgmentingmentlllgmcnting the laritilandklll'd'clakllldcla' '-claims
c-
laims' clairusl1ls legislaleglsla-leglslalegisla-leglsla-

qpn
legisla-

tion

¬-

tionqpn for the AFN will be devisingdevlsmgdevising-
methodJL. methodmolhomethodofof conductingconductlllg a rollroll-

Jn
roll-

andandJn compiling plans for landland-
.electionselection.electlunelectlun.electionelection.. TWo years are propro-propro-

vl

pro-
vided

¬-

videdvl ed by the bill for compilingcompiling-
J

compiling-
aaJ complete list of AlaskaAldska nativesnallves .

"DecisionsDecisions" on mergers bebe-bebe-

Iween
be-

tween
¬-

tweenIween regions , and whichwhichonesones ,

mustmintmu ,( be made withinwltilln one year ,
,""

Wright commentedwmmentedr.ornmenledrornmenled. .

AlreadyAlreddy severalseverdl regions areare-

tllkmg

are-

talking.likinglikingtllkmgtalking(., about mergers AmongAmong-
tlie

Among-
thethetlie primeprune candidatescdndlddtes for mermer-mer-

ger

¬.-

ger seememtoto be the TananaTandnd ChiefsClllrfsClllrfs-
lIId

Chiefs-

andandlIId, Copper River Region , whichwhich-
hlve

which-
havehavehlve, been talkinglalkmg about comcom-corn-corn-com-
bllllll

corn-
boning

¬-

biningboningbllllll for somesume tuneIIn\eIInehole\ .

AllAllofof the regions , WrightWright-
belIeves

Wright-
believesbelieves are fairlyfdlrlyfdlrlywellfairlywellwell organizedorgamzedorgamzed-
thuugh

organized-
thoughthoughthuugh sonibsom\somsorn'esornesommust'\)' must go throughthrough-
somesome""lielie" formalitiesfornlJlltles . As AFN presipresl-preslpresi-presl-
dl'nt

presi-
dent

¬-

dentdl'ntdlnt' , WrightWraght intendsIIltends to spendspendl-

1Io

spend-
mostmostl1Io t of the next year inan AnAn-AnAn-

rhorage

¬.-

choragelhnrdgcrhorage , Juneau , anddnd periodipenodl-penodlperiodi--penodl-
c.llI

periodi-
cally

¬-

callyc.llIcllI. } inIII WashingtondshlllglonW , workingwJrklllg( onon-

nl1plcmentdllon

on-

implementationimplementationnl1plcmentdllon of the bill andand-

provllLng

and-

provid.ngprovul.ngprovulngprovllLngprovid.ngprovidng. for a continuitycuntlllUity pro-propro-

gram

pro-

grant

-.

gramgr.llngrllngrant.

gram"Thegr.lln"Thegrant"The"TheThe" entirecnllre Alaska delegationdelegdllondelegdllonl-
IId

delegation-
andandlIId, GovernorGovernur EganEgdn all deservedeserve-
Ircmendous

deserve-
tremendoustremendousIrcmendous credit for theirtheir-
open

their-
openopen , fair-mindedfairmindedfdlt-mandedfdltmandedfdltmandedapprodchfairmindedapproach- approachapprodch toto-
tillS

to-
thisthistillS issue anddnd I want to10 tianktlanktranktlank-
them

trank-
them

!:

them ,.
," Wright added .

"TheThe" leadershipledder >llIp of theIhe UnitedUmtedUmted-
Slates

United-
StatesStalesSlatesStates Congress that stoodstuud firmfirm-firm-
ly

¬.-
lyIy behindbehllld theIhe natives andami thethe-
ledders

the-
leadersleadersledders fromfrum your villagesvIIlJges whowho-
Idbored

who-
laboredlaboredIdbored long and hardIwd did thethe-
best

the-
bestbest they could ,.

" heIre told thethe-
Jsscmblcd

the-
assembledassembledJsscmblcdJsscmblcdnattveassemblednativenativenattve representativesrepresentallvesrepresentallves-
eMlaer

representatives-
earlierearliereMlaer There were tremendoustremenduustremenduus-
pressures

tremendous-
pressurespressures onun them All of theIheIhe-

VICWS

the-

viewsviewsVICWS ofofJIIofallallJII of thesethee, people areare-
'IImmJrlzed

are-
summarizedsummarized'IImmJrlzedIImmJrlzedsummarizedin' in tinstillSthis one docudocu-docu-
ment

¬.-
ment "

Throughout the conventionconventIOn-
Wraght

Convention-
WrightWrightWraght received dozensolens pf perper-per-
soital

¬.-

sonalsoital, 'nalnal' congratulationscongratuldllons from AFNAFN-
mcmbers

AFN-
membersmembersmcmbers anddnd observers

GAYLORD ., thethe-
dandy

the-
dandydandy vulturevulture-
with

vulture-
Withwith finickyfinicky-
.tastes

finicky-
tastes.tastestastes-tastes.- . e. . .

GG-

i

G-

Meet

i

Meet him InIn-

BROOMHILDA

In-

BROOMHILDABROOM-HILDABROOMHILDA- . ...
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CONTRIBUTECONTRIBUTE-

to

1,:

to youry ur RegionalRegiona"1Regiona1
"

EconomicEconomic-

Development

Economic-

DevelopmentIIDeveloPmentDevelopmentDeveloPment Planning in fisheries, II-

tourism" tourism , mineralsminer ls , forestry, craftscrafts-

transportation

, I

IItransportationtransportation , communications , etc .. .

IIYOUR"PARTICIPATIONS ISIMPORTANT"UI" IYOURYOUR"PARTICIPATIONYOURPARTICIPATION"- PARTICIPATION ISISIMPORTANT"UISIMPORTANTUt: IMPORTANT"! !
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Interview with Senator Stevens . . .
,tContinued( Continued fomfrom page 11

mandsinds of nativenallve people , and hashas-
bUill

has-
builtbuiltbUill 'intointo1010'' it protectionsprolecttons for thethe-
non

the-
nonnon nativenattve communitycommumty to assureassure-
that

assure-
thatthat theirthelt rightsraghls will be protecprotec-protec-
led

protec-
ted

¬-

tedled too .
"

StillStili , Stevens saidsdld , "it'sits" ' goinggomggomg-
to

going-
toto require real leadershipleaderslliP to seesee-

thdt
see-

thatthatthdt the older people of thethe-

villdges

the-

villagesvillagesvilldges do receive benefitsberjefitsbe efits fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe settlementselliement .."

These older peoplepcople , he said ,

"areare" substantiallysubstdnllally outnumberedoutnumbered-
and

outnumbered-
andandandarcandarearearc notnol goinggomg to benefitbenefit-
from

benefit-
fromfrom scholarshipsscholarslups and longlongrangerangerange-
progr

range-
programsprogramsprogr dms.MJnydmsMJny. ..Many.Many. of them finanfinan-finan-
ced

finan-
ced

¬-

ced the search for settlementsettlement-
and

settlement-
andand oughtoughl to benefitbenefil before theythey-
pass

they-
passpass away .

"

The landIdnd provision of the billbill-
was

bill-
waswas theIhe most difficlutdlrnclut all thethe-
WdY

the-
waywayWdY through , Stevens said , bebe-bebe-
cause

¬.-
cause "itit"IIII" was hard to get peoplepeople-
toto focus on the largeIdrge sizeSlle of thethe-
Sldte

the-
StateStateSldte of Alaska and it was diffidlffidiffi-diffi-
cult

¬.-
cult to get people speaking forfor-
Alaska

for-
AlaskaAlaska nativesnattves to accept the concon-concon-
cept

con-
cept

¬-

cept of contiguity .
."

"OnceOnce"bncebnce"onceonce" we did what I 'thinkthink'thUlkthUlk'thUlk-
the

'think-
the

'
the villagevilldge people wantedwan led anyany-any-
way

¬.-
way ,

,"" he said , "andand"andIdentified" identifiedIdentified-
the

identified-
thethe lands ' around the villages ,
we hadhadnono problem ."

Senator Stevens credits nono-
person

no-
personperson or group of persons withwllhwllh-
pas

with-
passagepassagepasnge> of the bill , pointingpointmg outout-
thaI

out-
thatthatthaI itII "waswas" sort of likehke thethe-

statehood

the-

statehoodstatehood bill" inIII that it rere-rere-

qUired
re-

quired

¬-

quired a unitedumted effort on thethe-

part

the-

partpart of many individualsmdlvldudls andand-
groups

and-
groupsgroups to succeed .

NativeNallve leadersledders "mademade" a subsub-sub-
stantial

¬.-

stantialslantml effort and succeeded ,
,""

Stevens saidsal "WeWe" arrangedarranged-
mcctmgs

arranged-
meetingsmeetingsmcctmgs for Don WrightWnght withwllhwllh-

the

with-

thethe President .. These were veryvery-
effetltve

very-
effectiveeffectiveeffetltve Don0011 andan the majoritymaontymaoritymajorit-
yf

maonty-
of

maority-
of

)

-ffof- the AFNAFNmembersmembers there inmm-

Wdshmgton
in-

Washington'ashingtonashingtonWdshmgtonWashington' actedacled inm a very resres-res-
ponsible

res-

ponsible
-¬-

ponsible wayWdY .
.""

Hetie feels , though , thatIhdt criticnllcriti-¬.-

cism of a meeting between AlaAldAla-Ala-

ska's

¬'-

ska'sskas' congressional delegationdelegallondelegallon-
and

delegation-
andand Governor WilliamWilham A . EganEgan-
was

Egan-
waswas "unfortunateunfortunate" .

"

John Borbridge , President ofof-
the

of-
thethe TlmgitThngltTlingit and Haida IndiansIndldns '

Central CouncilCouncd has been quotedquoted-

ASas saying that the meetingmeetmg "crecre"cre-"cre-
ated

" ¬.-

ated a deep sense of nativenattve rere-rere-
sentment

¬.-

sentment .. "
The meetingmeet 109 was held , SteSte-Ste-

vens
¬.-

vens said , alat the request ofof-
Senalor

of-
SenatorSenatorSenalor Alan Bible (D-NevadaDNevada- ) ,

who charged the elected officialsofficials-
wllh

officials-
withwithwllh the task of comingcomlllg up withwith-
aa united positionposilion .

"CertainlyCertainly"CertamlyCertamly" the nativendIVe! leadersleaders-
were

leaders-
werewere involvedmvolved all the wayWdY along ,

"

StevensSlevens said . "II" had met withwith-
the

with-
thethe AFN leaders the njghtrughtnight bebe-bebe-
fore

¬.-
.fore . .

"
PointingPOl1ltmg to an articlearllcle inm aa-

recent
a-

recentrecent issue of theIhe Tundra Ti ics1estes1es-

In

tes-
inin whichwluch Don WrightWnght was desdes-des-
cribed

¬.-

cribedcnbed as sayingsaymg that helie waswas-
"gredlly

was-
"greatly"greatlygreatly"gredllygredlly"" disappointeddlSJppomted inm thethe-
trtabllity

the-
inabilityinabilitytrtabllity of the members of theIheIhe-
AIJska

the-
AlaskaAlaskaAIJska Congressional delegationdelegallondelegallon-
and

delegation-
andand the Governor of Alaska toto-
ulllfy

to-
unifyunifyulllfy on one solid landlandclaimsclaimsclaims-
posltton

claims-
positionpositionposltton ,," Stevens laughedIdughed andand-
said

and-
saidsaid , "ThenThen" we got togethertogether-
toto do it and we gotgol criticizedcriticlled .

.""
Senator StevensSlevens said thatIhat hehe-

believes
he-

believesbelieves theIhe President will signsign-

Ihe
sign-

thetheIhe billbillmtointo law .

Then , helie said , the SecretarySecretary-
ofof the InteriorIntenor will have a shortshort-
lime

short-
timetimelime frame for actionacllon . "WeWe"'" diddid-
this

did-
thisthis intentionallymtenltondlly ," he said .

Not only will the secretarysecretdrysecretdry-
have

secretary-
havehave to10 make basicbasso decisionsdecIsIOns-
about

decisions-
aboutabout land withdrawalswllhdrawals , StevensStevens-
said

Stevens-
saidsaid , but he willwillalsoalso havehdve toto-
set

to-
setset up procedures for hardshiphardship-
determmallOns

hardship-
determinationsdeterminationsdetermmallOns .

"II""II" talked withwllh theIhe secretarysecretdrysecretdry-
the

secretary-
thethe dayddY afteraner the oilodlmil! passed ,

,""
he saidSJI "HeHe" is goinggomg to set upup-
departmentwlde

up-
departmentwidedepartment-widedepartmentwidedepartmentwlde-, briefingsbnefings and

create a tasktak> force to start liIt-Itli-liIt-

IIIng

li-

ning

¬-

ningIIIng up procedures to follow inmm-

carrymg
in-

carryingcarryingcarrymg out his heavy dutiesdUliesdUlies-
under

duties-
underunder theIhe bill .

.""
And , once the bill is signed ,

villagesvilldges will have to start earear-earear-
marking

¬.-
marking the land they wantwart in11111-

1terms

in-

termsterms of what they thinkthmk thethe-
population

the-
populationpopulation will be . This can'tcantcan't-
be

can't-
be

'
be final , however , Stevens said ,

untilunlll the role of all nativesndltves isI-
Scomplete

is-
completecomplete
completeBecause

Because the state will be ableable-

to

able-

toto start selectingselectmg landlandImmediaimmedia-immediaimmedi-
atelyfrom

Immedi-
atelyfrom

immedi-
atelyfrom

-

tely-fromtelyfrom- land outside of the
25 townships-StevenstownshipsStevenstownshIPs-tevenstevens-.$ saidSJld thatthat-
"we"wewe.we",. should see action from thethe-

slate

the-

stateslatestate immediatelyImmedtately . "

Stevens also said thatthd ! somesome-

of
some-

ofof the thingsthmgs that aren'tarent' in thethe-
bin

the-
billbillbinbinarebillareare significantslgmficant by their omisomis-omis-
sion

omis-
sion

-¬-

sion . There is no competitivecompetttlvecompetttlve-
leasmg

competitive-
leasingleasingleasmg provision inm the legislalegisla-legisla-

tion

legisla-

tion

¬-

tion for example .

Nor is there any real restraintrestramtrestramt-
on

restraint-
onon theIhe use of money "exceptexcept"except-
thaI

"except-
that

"

thatthaI itII flows through a corporatecorporate-

structure

corporate-

structurestructure to the beneficiariesbeneficlaraes in111-111in-in11-

1volved
in-

volved
¬-

volved .
"

This is the firstflfsl settlementsettlementI-
II

settlement-
ininIII recent historyIUSlory , Ste/ensSteensSteens/ said ,

that has "notnot" requiredrequlfed aa plan inin-
advance

in-
advanceadvance from the people whowho-
are

who-
areare goinggomg to get the money :"'

Is there an agreement bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween theIhe federal administrationadmllllstraltonadmllllstralton-
and

administration-
andand the AFN that the PresidentPresident-
will

President-
willwill not sign the billbillintointomto lawlaw-

unless
law-

unlessunless it11 is approved by AFNAFN9AFN9-

"I
'?

"II" don'tdont' know ifIfsuchsuch anan-
agreement

an-
agreementagreement exists or not ," SteSte-SteSte-
vens

¬.-
vens saidsdld . 1'hope1hope"I'hopeIhope"II" ' hope we don'tdontdon't-
have

don't-
have

'

have to cross thatIhat bridgebndge .

"IfIf" this settlervent&Clllell.eptClllell.eptClllelleptsettlee.entsettleeent& .
, whichwinch isIS-

the
is-

thethe most generous inm all ofof-
Iustory

of-
historyhistoryIustory " won'twont' do , "II" 1 don'tdontdon't-
thmk

don't-
think

'

thinkthmkthmkwe'llthinkwe'llwe'llwellwe'llever' ever get a nativenative-
Idnd

native-
landlandIdnd claims billbdl through againagam ... "


