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MAHYUQQIAK-LASTMAHYUQQIAKLASTMAHYUQQMAHYUQ AK--LASTAKLASTIAK--LASTIAK--- QUEEN OF UNALAKLEETUNALAKIHTUNALAKLE-ETUNALAKLEET-
By EMILY IVANOFFIVANOI"FANOIF." BROWNBROWN-

tiOTE

BROWN-

NOTEtiOTENOTE : MahyuqqiakMahyutlqia1e Myles GoGo-Go-
nagnan

Go-
nagnanr

--

nagnannagnanrnagnanrthe., thethesubjectsubject ofoj this story
bystorybyEmily IvanoffIvanof!Brown,, passedpassed-
away

passed-
awayaway in September 19719711 at4t thethe-
age

the-
ageage ofof80SO80 . She left sonsfOfJ$ , daughdough¬=

tersten andandnumerousnumerous grandchildrengraitdchildrengraitdchildren-
at

grandchildren-
atat Unalakleet andandi4nchorageAnchoragenchoragei4nchorage .

If an EskimoEskbpo could turn thethe-
years

the-
yearsyears of historylstory back a hundredhundred-
times

hundred-
timestimes and lived in UnalakleetUnalakleet-
hehe would probably findfmd himselfhimself-
toto be a subject of the lastllast-
reigning

stst-
reigningreigning queen of the village ,
MahyuqqiakMahyuggiak , daughter of ourour-
last

our-
lastlast chief Nashoalook .

AtAtherher-her- birth , her fatherfather-
named

father-
namednamed her Mahyuqqiak , whichwhich-
means

which-
meansmeans a pathpatJ1 to the heights .
Later , shehe$ came to identify thisthis-
physical

this-
physicalphysical concept with the gospelgospel-
of

gospel-
ofofacceptedthethe new faith she accepted-acceptedaccepted-
the

accepted-
the

-
the Christian gospel..

Without malice , she recalledrecalled-
the

recalled-
thethe day Rev .. Axel KarlsonKarlson-
arrived

Karlson-
arrivedarrived in her village .

"WithWith" the firstfll'stfllst' missionary atat-
Unalakleet

at-
UnalakleetUnalakleet , our Eskimo way ofof-
life

of-
lifelife changed ," she recalled . "AndAnd"And-
my

"And-
my

"
my father saved his life whenwhen-
his

when-
hishis men came to kill him .."

DuringD ring her long life , MahyMahy-Mahy-
uqqiak

¬.-
uqqiak had four husbands ., SheShe-
would

She-
wouldwouldwouldoftenoften reminisce aboutbout thethe-
happiest

the-
happiesthappiest times of her life withwith-
her

with-
herher family and husband , whomwhom-
she

whom-
sheshe called "MrMr" . Myles ..""

Mr . Myles was her third hushus-hus-
band

¬.-
band-bandbandrbandTogether..- Together , they had threethree-
daughters

three-
daughtersdaughters and four sons, Mrs .

Archie Wheeler , Mrs.. Ella JenJen-Jen-
sen

¬.-
sen , Laura Melgren and Collins ,
her only living son, survive her .

"II" love him very much " sheshe-
always

she-
alwaysalways said when she spoke ofof-
Collins

of-
CollinsBettyhaveCollins .. He and his wife Betty
have two boys and a daughter , aa-
girl

a-
girlgirl named MahyuqqiakMahyuggiak .

Mahyuqqiak'sMahyuqqiaks' firstfllSt husbandhusband-
waswas'asas"' Isaac Newman of St.. MiMi-Mi-
chaels

¬.-
chaels , the adopted son of thethe-
former

the-
formerformer manager of Alaska. ComCom-Com-
mercial

¬.-
mercial Company . Her oldestoldest-
daughter

oldest-
daughterdaughter , Martha , married PeterPeter-
Nanouk

Peter-
NanoukNanoukNanoukandand they have eighteight-
children

eight-
childrenchildren . A son , Henry , is dede-dede-
ceased

¬.-
ceased . At the latest countco nt thisthis-
Eskimo

this-
EskimoEskimo matriarch has 56 grandgrand-grand-
children

¬.-
children and great grandchildrengrandclJdren .

Many stories are toldtoldofof Mrs ..

Mary Sinrock of Mary'sMarys' Igloo ,
Mahyuqqiak'sMahyuqqiaks' mother-in-lawmotherinlawmother.in-Iawmother.inIawmother.inmotherinIawmother.inIaw-
through

motherinlawt-
hrough

-. -
through her Secondcond marriage toto-
Chades

to-
CharlesCharlesChades AnisnawlukAnishawluk . In the year
1900 Mrsrs.. Sinrock gave part ofof-
her

of-
herher reindeerreindeer herd as a gift to thethe-
stranded

the-
strandedwhalingboatstranded sailors of a whaling
boat which wrecked at Barrow ,.

The herders drove the reinrein-rein-
deer

¬.-
deer herd from Seward PeninPenin-Penin-
sula

¬.-
sulatheyarrivedto .BarrowBarrow.

. and when >, theythey-
arrivedarrived there the Whole herd waswas-
butchered

was-
butcheredbutchered and fed to the starstar-star-
ving

*.-
ving men.. This is why thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople there spoke of "QueenQueen"Queen-
Mary

"Queen-
Mary

""Mary Sinrock ."
In later years Mary moved toto-

Unalakleet
to-

UnalakleetUnalakleetMahyuqqiakmarriedwhere MahyuqqiakMahyuqqiak-
marriedmarried Mary'sMarys' son Charles:.:'
They

,had a child but both thethe-
father

the-
fatherfather and baby died .

At this time, reindeer alreadyalready-
prevailed

already-
prevailedprevailedprevailedatat UnalakleetUnalakJeet and thethe-
Lapp

.

.appappLapp.!,. _ hherdersrJ . Y}.weretransferredr.lt.J.rrltJ.rrltJr. . f. !L .'- - - - - - - - -
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LAST QUEEN AT UNALAKLEETUNALAKLEETj ; ShortlyShortly-
before

Shortly-
beforebefore she died MahyugqiakMahyuggiak Myles GonangnanGonangnan-
teminisced

Gonangnan-
reminiscedreminiscedteminisced about .- her long life and the days

to that village to teach the EskiEski-Eski-
mos

¬-

mos how to become herdsmen .
After hefhet second husbandhusband-

died
husband-

dieddied , Mahyuqqiak learned thethe-
methods

the-
methodsmethods of making Lapp boots..
She furnished many mail carrierscarriers-
with

carriers-
withwithLappbootswarm reindeer legging Lapp
boots.. One of these hardyhardy-
mushers

hardy-
mushersmushers became her third hushus-hus-
band

hus-
band

-¬-

band , Mr. Myles , one of the menmen-
who

men-
whowho would have a part in transtrans-trans-
porting

trans-
porting

--¬
porting the precious diptheriadiptheria-
vaccine

diptheria-
vaccinevaccine to Nome from NenanaNenana-
inin 1923 .

In that year , the preciousprecious-
vaccine

precious-
vaccinevaccine went from village toto-
village

to-
villagevillage via dog team trying toto-
avert

to-
avertavert an epidemic in Nome .
When Mr . Anagick brought thethe-
package

the-
packagepackage in from Kaltag , Alaska ,
Mr. Myles mushed his team toto-
Shaktoolik

to-
ShaktoollkShaktoolikShaktoollk , 28 miles West ofof-
UnaJakJeet

of-
UnalakleetUnalakleetUnaJakJeet on the Bering SeaSea-
Coast

Sea-
CoastCoast .

From ShaktoolikShaktoollk , Henry Iv-IvIv-
anof

IvIv-
anof

-.
anof relayed the vital package toto-
Mr

to-
MrMr. Leonard Seppela at BonanBonan-Bonan-
za

¬.-
za , Alaska . Later that year , allall-
the

all-
thethe participants in the rescuerescue-
mission

rescue-
missionmission received gold medallionsmedallions-
from

medallions-
fromfrom the President of thrthethe-UnitedtheUnitedtheUnited-
Statesto

- UnitedUnited-
StatesStatesStatestoto signify their bravery .

Shortly before her death ,

MahyuqqiakMahyuggiak had the gold meda-medameda-
lion

meda-
lion

-.
lion , and plannedpl nned to hand itit-
down

it-
downdowndownto-toto-, to oneone of her grand .¬
children ..

During her long life, MahyugMahyug-Mahyug-
giak'was

¬.-
qiak'wasqiakwasgiak'wasgiakwasqiak ' was anaananactiveactive participant in '

the work of her CovenantCovenan-
tchurch

Covenant-
churchchurch.. She served as deaconessdea ness ,

president of the sewing circlecircircle-
and

lele-
andand in a number of non-ChurchnonChurchnonnonChurch-
positions

--hurchhurch-
positionspositions to help all kinds ofof-
people

of-
peoplepeople .

She directed the EskimoEskimo-
Mother's

Eskimo-
Mother'sMother'sMothers' Club sales ' as an auc'aueaue'auc-'aucauc'auc-
tioneer

' ¬.-
tioneer almost everyevery'yea-

r
everyyea-

r'-yeary-ear'-yeary-ear' , with'with'with-
humor

with-
humor

'
humor-humorhumorand-,, and in the '

.- interesting
i-
nteresting., interestinginteresting-

waywaylYr.purBlYrpurB!._ :. ", .During!? . _

elections! !? ,,. the
. ,MMa.

'II'

before the missionary'smissionarysmissiolary) ' coming changed EskimoEskimo-
life

Eskimo-
lifelife in her village .

yorYOf would ask her to open thethe-
meetings

the-
meetingsmeetings with a prayer .

Once , the lasso entangledentangle-
dse

entangled-
securelysecurelyseurely around her middle finrmfin-finfin-
ger

¬.-
ger while she was driving a deerdeer-
and

deer-
andand left it detached from herher-
hand

her-
handhand . She bandaged it herself ,

without a splint.. The, result was'YasYas'Yas-
a

was-
a 'a stiff fingerrmger .

'

One : of the funny storiesstories-
Mahyugqiak

stories-
MahyugqiakMahyugqiak relatedrelate.drelated. to us waswas-
how

was-
howhow she taught the CatholicCatholic-
orphan

Catholic-
orphanorphan ,students how to pray atat-
supper

at-
suppersupper . These children were on
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STORY TELLING ; With , her hands ,;, MahyugMahyug-Mahyug-
giak

¬.-
qiakgiak '

told the stories ofo( her childhoodchildhood and thethe-
tnan

the-
many

' manytnanmany
. , .

',

.
Incidents, . ,. of her lifelife atat UnalakleetUnalakleet.....' On

. .. one
.<; .mm : - "' ' ' '-' '- ' '--- '': '' , ' ' '' .11'

theirtheirlway'wayway' way to St. Mary'sMarys' schoolschool-
onon the Yukon River .

Not knowing'* the childrenchildren-
were

children-
werewere CatholicsClitholics , when they satsat-
down

sat-
downdownMahyugqiaksaidat the'the' table MahyugqiakMahyugqiak-
saidsaid , "WeWe" ask GodGodto, to bless thethe-
food

the-
foodfood first , this way .'""She put her own hands to-toto-
gether

to-
gether

to-
gether

-- .,

gether in locked fashion . AtAt-
this

At-
thisthis momentm ment , her own stiff finrmfin-finfin-
ger

¬.-
gergerpointedpointedpointedinted skyward and sheshe-
wasn

she-
wasnwasn t aware of it. She directeddirected-
the

directed-
thethe children to close their eyes .
Then'sheThensheThen"sheThen '" she .. . . , .prayedprayed-prayedprayed---prayed;---- - -. - ","<

AfterprayedAfterprayedAfter.saying
After.sayingAftersaying.sayingsaying., AnerrrManyug-AnerrrManyugAtnen-MmyOAtnenMmyOAnerrrManyug-

qiak
Atnen( ;-:tag: -.

qiak checkedcheckedeacheacheachchildchildchildandandand-
found

and-
foundfound that everyeyery one of ThemUiemUiem-
had

them-
hadhad pointed his middle fingerfinger-
upward

finger-
upwardupward , imitating hers . TryingTrying-
not

Trying-
notnot to laugh, she explained herher-
handicapped

her-
handicappedhandicapped fingerfmger to the chilchil-chil-
dren

¬.-
dren . Then , she' left the tabletable-
and

table-
andand laughed .

In later life , MahyugqiakMahyuggiak camearncam-cam-
paigned

¬.-
paigned for a republican SenatorSenator-
of

Senator-
ofof Washington , D.CDC. . , HowardHoward-
PoUock

Howard-
PollockPollockPoUock , though she was a sinsin-sin-
cere

¬.-

cerecer democrat'democrat'
. "WeWe" all strivestrive-

to
strive-

toto be loyal to our governmentgovernmentforfor one goal and one country ,."
she replied to the offer .

Mahyugqiak , Mrs.. Myles Go-GoGo-
nanghan

Go-
nanghan

--.
nanghan , fulfilled her duty toto-
others

to-
othersothers as a leader of her commucommu-commu-
nity

¬.-
nity . Her unselfish attitude willwill-
be

will-
bebe remembered by her friendsfriends-
children

friends-
childrenchildren..

Although her rightful heritageheritage-
asas a princess did not become aa-
reality

a-
realityreality , the meaning of her EskiEski-Eski-
mo

¬.-
mo name , a path to the heights ,
led other people upward .

nand , a crookedcrookedIcrookedfinger
I,

finger is her '
souvenir of anan-

accident
an-

accidentaccident with a lassolasSolasSowhichwhich ' detached the finger .
Shestle repairedrepaired

,
the injury herself .

' ' '',, ' . ' , ' "---------------------' -----------------------. ". .\II\ ,. ,. i

BMBLBIA .GrayGr'ayGray' HillHilfHiHillHisHi-sclibolersjtoHisclibolersjto-owow-- hhxikrtokeomeEnyironmenta1ists'IhxikrtokeomeEnyironmenta1istsIhxikrtokeomeEnyironmenta1ists'IowolerstoJleoome.EnvolerstoJleoomeEnv; .ReeomeJEnronm., ptalists_,

" ' \

Indian/IndianIndianstudentsridian /, students at ., the Bu8uBu-BuBu-
reau

¬.-

GrayHillreau of IndianIndim Affairs new Gray
Hill HighHigfl School will

,
have ;: thethe-

opportunity. opportunity to becomebecomeenvironenvironenviron-envirenviron-
mentalists

:>n¬.-
mentalists ,

', '
homemakershomemakers,, andand-

carpenter
and-

carpenterscarpenterscarpenter ,
,
all under the same '

roofwofroof-roofThe'school.-;'

TheThe'schoolTheschool'schoolschool'
:' school is now under1underunderIunder-

construction

I'

constructiononconstruction on 'thethe' Navajo InIn-InIn-
dian

In-
dian

¬-
dian .ReservationReservation.,

' just outside ofof-
Tutia

of-
TubaTubaTutia City , Arizona..

The $7,77757.1571$ ,. .-million
m-
illion.,million federal inin-inin-

stallation
¬.-

stallationreadyforis expected tolobe,be ready
,for .youngstersyoungsters., ', from the 9th9th-

throughthrough the 12thJ 2th grade byby'Sep-by'SepbySepby'Sept-
ember

by'Sep-
tember

'Sep-¬-
tember 1972 . Completion off anan-
adjoining

an-
adjoiningadjoiningbuildingispublic school building
is expected to follow..

r

The Bureau schoolschoo., will drawdr w ,.

pupils \; from ', six. elementaryelementary-
schools

elementary-
schoolsschools under theth Tuba City
AgencyCityAgency. It will serve 600 boarboar-boar-
ding

¬.-
ding school '-students

s-

tudents'-students
s-

tudents'students.., The puu¬.
blic expects to enroll about 600600-
day

600-
dayday studentsilstudentS::

, .

'

A boardingbordng school rather thanthanthan-
iia daydadayschoolschool was designed bebe-be-be-
cause

be-
cause

¬-

cause federal funds are
'
not availaVaJlavail-avail-

able
¬.-

able to build a high school ontoonto-
each

onto-
eacheach elementaryele entary (, schoolschol:.. Dis-DisDistDis-
tances

Di - '''

tancesLances in the land of the NavajoNavajo-
and

Navajo-
and

,
and HoptHopHopi are , so , great ,

and thethe-
roads

the-
roadsroads todtootoo few ' to bus all the .,

to consolida-consolidaconsolida-
ted

consolida-
red

*'iyoungsterscyoungsters a single -.
tedred highhighschoolschool.. ',

.

TAILORED-TAILORED- TO, EDUCATE NA-NANA-
VAJOS.HOPIS

NANA-
tVAJOS

-.
tVAJOS,VAJOS.HOPISVAJOSHOPISyAlOS ., HOPISHOPIS-

Gray
VAJOS.HOPISGray

Gray Hill High School' is bebe-bebe-
ing

¬.-
:ing

, built to serve ,. youngstersyoungsters-
ofofcommunityinthe :, Navajo-HopiNavajoHopi--- community
in the Southwest . There will bebe-
no

be-
noblowing'reservationno long walks.walks., through blowingblowing-
reservationsand'-
reservation

r-

eservation'
reservationreservation-sandreservationsand-sand between

'
schoolschool-

buildings
school-

buildingsbuildings becausebecause the new strucstruc-struc-
ture

struc-
ture

-¬-
''-

will
w-

ill'
ture will have "allall" under ' one
roo-rroorroofonerooroneroof- "'roof architecture !:'.

The school will offer courses "''
iniJin Indian historyhistoryn and culture '

n",and attempt to build a conceptconcept-
of

,

of the Indian heritage to reinrein-rein-
force

¬.-
force the students' sense of their

"

'-
Indian

I-

ndian
'
Indian identitiesidenti ies.. "kk"k-

j
'", I*I.-

f.ffj.> Vocational courses will 'folfol'fol-'folfol'fol-
low

'
fol¬.- '

lowlow the thrust of job openings ,.
'-oho-h' 00on '

, and near the Navajo andand-
Hopi. HopHopi! Reservations and .:'through-'throughthrough'through-
put

'
through -¬.

putOut,.;,put theth nationnati n.
"

.

Leaders of the Indian commucommcommu-commu-
nity

¬-
nity the school , Servesserves '-

say
s-

ay'
say

' thatthat-
the

that-
thethe areaarea'isareais'isis' is veryvery-veryshort"shortshort"-: of skilledskille-
dpeoplethose1who

skille-
dpeoplethosepeoplethosepeople-thosepeoplethosepeople-those1whopeoplethose1whopeople-people--those '

,
who

, can successsusuccess-successsuccess-
fully

cess-cesscessf-
ully

-¬-
fully repair anan' automobileautomobile , buildbuild-
aa ' house , install plumbing

,
andand-

electric
and-

electricelectric wiringwirjng.. In an effort tototo-
fill

'
fillfiJl ,. this need , GrayGr

.
y ., Hill .HighHigh.,High-

School
High-

SchoolSchool willwiIl have two , multi-multimulti-
purpose

multi-
purpose

-.
purpose'purpose' shops in which enrolleesenrollees

" ,

II01

,
"

ofor thethe school cancancari' .learnlearn.
_ learn ' bothbothboth-

I

both-
basicI< basic wood and metal working .;'

lII-.4I-4
.

keepingkeeping'withkeepingwith"' with the Indians '
typicaltypiw reverance ,

for his naturalnatural-
environment

natural-
environmentenvironment , thetheschool[,school willwill-
have

will-
havehave

,
a .grgr. greenhouseenhouse ininwhichwhichwhich-

plants
which-

plantsplants can be ' startedstarJ; d to , landland-land-
scape

¬-
scape the school grounds .
Through this project ,. the school ,

can .learnlearn.. the "whywhy'why"'' "' of '-soil
s-

oil
's-

oilerosion
'soils ilil-

erosionerosion 'andand'-and
a-

nd' overgrazingovergrazing , bothboth-
problems

both-
problems ,problems off the NavajoNavajoand-and-and_-andand-
Hopi

'- \

HopHopi! land base .

The school'school'
,

willwiJI alsoaJso offer '

\".enriched academic studies forfor-
thosethose who ' elect a college prepre-pre-
paratory

¬.-
paratory curriculum..

'


