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Native HealthHe lth Board Holds Meets
The AlaskaAlaskaIAlaskaAreaI'

Area NativeNative-

Board
Native-

BoardBoard of Health held a meetingmemeeting-
at

tingting-

atat the Mt .. Edgecumbe HospitalHospital-
November

Hospital-
NovemberNovember 30 , 1971 throughthrough-
December

through-
DecemberDecember 2 , 1971..

RepresentativesRepresentatjves from everyevery-

Service
every-

ServiceService Unit Native HealthHealth-
Board

Health-
BoardBoard (seven ) were in atten ¬.

dance , plus the Alaska FederaFedera-Federa-
tion

Federa-
tion

¬-

tion of Natives representativerepresentative-
CarlCarl Jack and twotwd' alternates ,
Mary Gregory from Bethel andand-

Gertrude
and-

GertrudeGertrude Wolfe from Hoonah .

Election of officers was heldheld-

and
held-

andand Frank O . Williams , Jr . was

elected Chairman , Irving Igtan-IgtanIgtan-

loc
Igtan-

loc
Igtan-

loc
-

loc , Vice Chairman-ChairmanChairmanand-',, and Geor-GeorGeor-

gianna
Geor-

gianna
Geor-

gianna
-

gianna Lincoln, , Secretary .

Recommendations ., from thethe-

last
the-

lastlast meeting were reviewedreViewed andand-

further
and-

furtherfurther recommendations andand-

resolutions
and-

resolutionsresolutions made .

The next meeting willw l be heldheld-

in
held-

inin Anchorage at the Alaska NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

{

tive Medical CenterCertter during thethe-

week
the-

weekweekweekofof February 13 , 197.21972.. ,
'-

when
w-

hen
,' when thistl\istlis\ board will be part ofof-

the
of-

thethe Area . Program AppraisalAppraisal-
Committee

Appraisal-
CommitteeCommittee .

Rights cOmmissionCommission . . .
ContinuedIContinued( from page 1)1II)

a secretarysecretary-thesecretarythe- the budget isn'tisntisn't-

there
isn't-

there

'
there .

GriffinGnffin , a resident of FairFair-Fair-

banks
¬.-

banks sincesirce 1950 has been aa-

member
a-

membermember of the State HumanHuman-
RIghts

Human-
RightsRights Commission for almostalmost-

the
almost-

thethe complete eight years of itsits-

existence
its-

existenceexistence .

Born in Belzonia , Mississippi
45 years ago , GriffinGnffin served asas-

Chairman
as-

ChairmanChairman of the Human RightsRights-

Commission
Rights-

CommissionCommission for one year , twotwo-

years
two-

yearsyears as a member of the FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks Human Relations Council ,

andandasas an organizer for thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks branch of the NatioNatio-Natio-
nal

Natio-
nal

¬-

nal Association for the AdvanceAdvance-Advance-
ment

Advance-
ment

¬-

ment of Colored people .

"II" would like to have anan-

opportunity
an-

opportunityopportunity t-tttalktvh- talk to anyallY nana-nana-

tive
¬.-

tive or native group to discussdiscuss-

their
discuss-

theirtheir problems and their possiblepossible-

solutions
possible-

solutionssolutions as they relate to thethe-

Human
the-

HumanHuman Rights Commission ,,""
said Griffin .

Persons can file official comcom-com-

plaints
com-

plaints
¬-

plaints if they feel they havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen discriminateddiscnminateddiscnminatedagamstdiscriminatedagainstagainstagamst onon-

the
on-

thethe basis of race , religion , color ,

sex , national originongin or physicalphysical-

handicap
physical-

handicaphandicap .

\ Many natives are hesitanthesitant-
about

hesitant-
aboutabout going to the HumanHuman-
Rights

human-
RightsRights Commission with a comcom-com-

plamt
com-

plaint
¬-

plaintplamt Griffin says .

"OftenOften" , they do not knowknowt-

h.e
know-

thetripth.ethe. law or that redress is pos-pospo-
ssibleor

po-
ssibleor

-.

sible-orsibleor- that reporting cases ofof-

discrimination
of-

discriminationdiscrimination is important.."
Often , natives are afraid toto-

get
to-

getget involved in the judicial syssys-sys-

tem
sys-

tem
-¬-

tem .

Generally , when someonesomeone-
comes

someone-
comescomes into a Human RightsRights-

Commission
Rights-

CommissionCommission office with a comcom-com-

plaint

¬.-

plaint he will talk to the staffstaff-

mvestigator
staff-

investigatorinvestigatormvestigator . If the story soundssounds-
like

sounds-
likelike something the CommissionCommission-
cancan look into , the person willwill-

be
will-

bebe asked to fileme an official comcom-com-

plaint
com-

plaint
¬-

plaint.. This will be forwardedforwarded-
toto the Executive Director forfor-

review
for-

reviewreview . Then , the commissioncommission-
will

commission-
willwill make a thorough investiinvesti-investi-

gation
investi-

gation
¬-

gation .

What do they look for ?

"GenerallyGenerally" , we try to putput-

together
put-

togethertogether a pattern of some type ,,"
Griffin explained .

IfIfanan employer is chargedcharged-
with

charged-
withwith discrimination , the investiinvesti-investi-

gator
investi-

gator
¬-

gator will look through the comcom-com-

pany's
'.-

pany'spanys' employment records . HeHe-

will
He-

willwill try to ascertain who diddid-

apply
did-

applyapply , vvliatwhatat were their qualificaqualifica-qualifica-
tions

qualifica-
tions

¬-

tions , and why were they excluexclu-exclu-

ded
exclu-

ded
¬-

ded .

Also , he will findfindoutout howhow-

long
how-

longlong a policy has been in effect..

If minorities have been emem-em-

ployed
em-

ployed
¬-

ployed within a reasonable a-aa-

mount
a-

mount
a-

mount
-

mount of time , the report willwill-

show
will-

showshowprovablediscrimination"nono" cause-nocausenocausenocause "-nono- provable
discrimination .

Sometimes , the CommissionCommission-
will

Commission-
willwill make recommendationsrecommendations-
eveneven if they cannotcannot prove aa-

complaintbecause
a-

complaintbecause evievi-evi-

dence
evi-

dence
complaint-becausecomplaintbecause- some ¬-

dence is there . In these casescases-

the
cases-

thethe report is not binding . If aa-

Commission
a-

CommissionCommission report shows causecause-

their
cause-

theirtheir recommendations are binbin-bin-

dingehforced
¬.-

ding-enforceddingenforcedding-ehforcedehforced- by possible finesfine-
sandor

fine-
sandorand/orandor/ jail sentences .

In the housing market , therethere-

is

there-

isis not much discriminationdiscrimination-
against

discrimination-
againstagainst blacks and natives in thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks area , GriffinGriffm reports ,
but there is some . In lowlow-

income
low-

incomeincome housing , a commoditycommodity-
inin drastically short supply inin-

the
in-

thethe1the ', city , there ish no discriminadiscrimina- ¬-

tion . Blacks and natives areare-

competing
are-

competingcompeting for a few availableavaJlableavaJlable-

units
available-

unitsunits .

GriffinGriffm plans to traveltravelintointomtomto-

northern
into-

northernnorthern Alaska frequently bothboth-

to
both-

toto investigate reports of discrimidiscnmi-discnmidiscrimi-discnmi-
nation

discrimi-

nation
¬-

nation and to speak to anyany-

group
any-

groupgroup which wishes to leamlearnlearn-

more
learn-

moremore about the Human RightsRights-

Commission
Rights-

CommissionCommission .

"II" can travel to just aboutabout-
any

about-
anyany villagevIIIagevIII age to address a groupgroup-

which
group-

whichwhich has invited me ," GriffinGnffinGnffin-
said

Griffin-
saidsaid . .

MuchMuchofof his business is justjust-

thatspeaking
just-

thatspeakingthat-speakingthatspeaking- to groups of nana-nana-

tives
na-

tives

¬-

tives , of blacks or other minoriminori-minori-

ties
minori-

ties

¬-

ties to inform them of how thethe-

Commission
the-

CommissionCommission can serve them-themthem-

and
them-

and
them-

and
-

and how they must help thethe-

Commission
the-

CommissionCommission by reportingreportmg casescases-

of
cases-

ofof discrimination .

On still anotlieranotJleranother front , thethe-

Human
the-

HumanHuman Rights Commission hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen working towards expandingexpandliij-
ob

,

job opportunities for minorityminority-
group

minority-
groupgroup members . One problemproblm.;: ,

which they cannot attack directdirect-direct-

Iy

direct-

ly

¬-

lyIy , is state jobs-whichjobswhich- are outout-out-

side

¬.-

side the sphere of the CommisComnllS-ComnllSCommis-ComnllS-

Ion

Commis-
sion

¬-

sion<;Ion
sion"LookIon"Look"LookLook" at how many job desIes-Ies.les-.les,.Ies-

cnptions
.le-

scriptions

¬-

criptionscnptions for state jobs requirerequire-
Masters

require-
MastersMasters degrees ," Griffin poinpoin-poin-

ted
poin-

ted

¬-

tedtedoutout..

State hiringhinng requiremsntsrequiremrequirementsnts , hehe-

found
he-

foundfound are much more restrictiverestnctiverestnctive-
than

restrictive-
thanthan federal ones , often requirrequir-requir-

ing
requir-

ing

¬-

ing amounts of education whichwhich-

automatically
which-

automaticallyautomatically disqualify memmem-mem-

bers
mem-

bers

¬-

bers of low income groups . InIn-

order
In-

orderorder to change this , he suggessugges-sugges-
ted

sugges-

ted
-¬-

ted , a thorough study is neededneeded-
toto see what each employee acac-acac-

tualIy
ac-

tually
¬-

tuallytualIy doesdoes-anddoesand-and what trainingtraining-
hehe needs . *.

Meanwhile , a tinytmy humanhuman-
fightS

human-
rightsrightsfightS staff must attempt toto-

tackle
to-

tackletackle all of these problems .

Right now , the Fairbanks officeoffice-

has
office-

hashas no salary for a secretary-secretarysecretary-
letters

secretary-
letters

secretary-
letters

-
letters don'tdont' get sent out andand-

travel
and-

traveltravel is almost impossible (nono-nono-

body
no-

body

¬-

body to mind the store ) . AA-

budget
A-

budgetbudget of $125,000125000$ , funds thethe-

entire
the-

entireentire Commission-whollyCommissionwholly- inin-inin-

adequate

in-

adequate

¬-

adequate to their task .

"IfIf" I'mIm''' away , as it nownow-

stands
now-

standsstands ," Griffin commented , "II"I-

have

" II-

havehave to close up . "

Injuries' at ASHA HousingHou ing ProjectsProjects . . .
-

cutive Director of the AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Housing Authority inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage .,

There have been several onon-

site
on-

sitesite injuries at ASHA projects ,
Gain admittedadmittedbut, -butbut'but-' since thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage council has the saysayansayan-
who

onon-

whowho will be kicked out of thethe-

program
the-

programprogram , construction crewscrews-

formed
crews-

formedformed ofofotherother villagers havehave-

continued
have-

continuedcontinued to finishfl ish the injuredinjured-
person's

injured-
person'sperson'spersons' house .

Also , since the accidents soso-

far
so-

farfar have been to native participartici-partici-

pants
partici-

pants
¬-

pants , each hasha's
'

been eligible forfor-

Alaska
for-

AlaskaAlaska Native Health ServiceService-

care
Service-

carecare , so hospital bills have notnot-

been
not-

beenbeen in question .

"WeWe" weren'twerent' able to getget-

Workmen's
get-

Workmen'sWorkmen'sWorkmens' Compensation InsuInsu-Insu-

rance
Insu-

rance
¬-

rance ,,"" Gain reported that hisIllSIllS-

office
his-

officeoffice had looked into such insuinsu-insu-

rance
insu-

rance
¬-

rance in 1969 . At that timetime-

they
time-

theythey were informed that prepre-prepre-

miums
pre-

miums
¬-

miums are based on a percentagepercentage-
ofof the payrol !'. . Since nobodynobody-
onon the project is an employee-employeeemployee-
no

-
no wage percentage can be dede-dede-

termined
¬.-

termined .
"WeWe" do have blanket liabilityliabIlity-

coverage
liability-

coveragecoverage if the project superinsuperin-superin-

tendent
superin-

tendent
¬-

tendent or ASHAASH A for example ,
is at fault.. We'reWere' covered duedue-

to
due-

toto negligence and our superintensuperinten-superinten-
dents

superinten-
dents

¬-

dents are covered , but nobodynobody-
from

nobody-
fromfrom the village is an employee . "

What about contracts?

Doesn'tDoesnt' ASHA contract withwith-

individuals
with-

individualsindividuals for so much workwork-

in
work-

inin order to participate in thethe-

project
the-

projectproject ?

No , Gain replied . The onlyonly-

contract
only-

contractcontract a person signs is forfor-

payments
for-

paymentspayments for materials-whichmaterialswhichmaterialswhich-
start

-
start after the house is complete ..

During the constructionconstruction-
phase

construction-
phasephase , GainGam explained , ASHAASIIAASIIA-

'Ias
ASIIA-

hashas'IasIas' a cooperative agreementagreement-
with

agreement-
withwith the villagevIIIagevIII age council.. TheThe-

council
The-

councilcouncil determines who willwil-

lparticipate
wil-

lparticipateparticipate inm the project andand-

there
and-

therethere can be no terminationtermination-
without

termination-
withoutwithout village council approval ,

though a project superintendentsuperintendent-
cancan make recommendations .

Thus , and it has happenedhappenhappened-
to

dd-

toto some native participants alal-alal-

ready

al-

ready
¬-

ready , a man can be disableddisabled-
for

disabled-
forfor months andandreceivereceive no comcom-com-

pensation

¬.-

pensation .

"OurOur" projects are set upup-

during
up-

duringduring non-productivenonproductive- months ,"
said Gain "usuallyusually" fall , winter ,

spring when there'stheres' little employemploy-employ-
ment

employ-
ment

¬-

ment.. If somebody is laid upup-

for
up-

forfor the winter nobody'snobodys' losinglosmglosmg-

mcome
losing-

incomeincomemcome . "
So far ASHAASEIA has been lucky .

Nobody has been permanentlypermanently-
injured

permanently-
injuredinjured . Nobody has beenbeen-

killed
been-

killedkilled and all of the injuredinjured-
people

injured-
peoplepeople have had adequate "medimedi"medi-"medi-
cal

"medi-
cal

" ¬-

cal insurance " (ANHS eligibility )
However , what about jobs theythey-

might
they-

mightmight have had , or the huntinghunting-
and

hunting-
andand fishing they must do toto-

feed
to-

feedfeed their families .

Consider the case of DavidDavId-

Frankson
David-

FranksonFrankson , who wrote a letter

ContinuedIContinued( from page 1)1111)-

to
1-

1to

1)-

to
)

to Don Dorsey in December ofof-

this
of-

thisthis year-almostyearalmost- a year and aa-

half
a-

halfhalf since he was originally inin-inin-

jured
in-

jured
¬-

jured .

"StillStill" I wanted to mentionmention-
tJle

mention-
thethetJle parts for my Chaparral . . .
IIneedneed it every day with mymy-
broken

my-
brokenbroken leg to go aroundaroundand

,
andand-

get
and-

getget some drinking ice and toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt littleIttletittle: , but it out therethere-

helpless
there-

helplesshelpless . "
When Frankson was originallyongmallyongmally-

injured
originally-

injuredinjured , the PHSPUS hospitalhospitalininIn-

Kotzebue
in-

KotzebueKotzcbueKotzebue filed no report of hishis-

accident
his-

accidentaccident .. When he triedtned to file

a claim for compensation therethere-

was
there-

waswas no hospitalhospitalreportreport on file ,
no project superintendent'ssuperintendents'' rere-rere-

port
re-

port
¬-

port of the accident . 1i1-

Thus
i-

ThusThus , if he wishes to contestcontest-
his

contest-
hishis status as a non-employeenonemployeenon - mployee , hehe-

must

'

must search for records , reconrecon-recon-

struct
recon-

struct
¬-

struct reports from people whowho-
may

who-
maymaymay now have only a dim memmem-mem-
ory

mem-
ory

¬-

ory of the circumstancescircumtancescircunatances; sursur-sur-

rounding
sur-

rounding
¬-

rounding his injury .

What about him , and thethe-

hundreds
the-

hundredshundreds of other native AlaAla-Ala-

ans
Al-

asans
¬-

sans:;.skans', ans who will participate inmm-

ASH
in-

ASHAASHAASH projects ?

Christmas ?Merry . . .
( Continued from page 1)1)

other people plannedp\nnedpnnedpinned\ to picketpicket-
the

picket-
thethe Fairbanks Daily News-MinerNewsMiner- ,

center of the Kiwanis campaign .

However , Monday morning , theythey-

weren't
they-

weren'tweren'twerent' there yet..

Last year , we received aarerere-rere-

port
¬.-

port from one village of a ChristChrist-Christ-

mas
Christ-

mas

¬-

mas fire that killedkilIed several chilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren

¬-

dren in one family-bringingfamilybringing- tratra-tra-

gedy
tra-

gedy

¬-

gedy .toto. to their village as a ChristChrist-Christ-

mas
Christ-

mas

¬-

mas present .. '

This year , we'rewere' afraid tratra-tra-

gedy
tra-

gedy

¬-

gedy has hitIit} Barrow-whereBarrowwhereBarrowwhere-
Charles

Barrowwhere-
Charles

-
Charles Muller , age 5 and his sissis-sissis-

ter
sis-

ter
¬-

ter Susan , age 3 , died in a firefire-

at
fire-

atat their home Monday morning .

They were the children of Mr ..

and Mrs . Harvey MullerMulIer of BarBar-Bar-

row

¬.-
row ., When the fire occurred ,

Mrs . Muller was at work andand-

Mr
and-

MrMr . Muller was down in OklaOkla-Okla-

homa
Okla-

homa
¬-

homa City for FAA training .

A babysitter was with the chilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren
¬-

drendren ., but escaped . '
"InIn" Vietnam , alongalongwithwith fighfigh-figh-

ting
figh-

ting

¬-

ting and death , Christmas was

crepe paper and plastic SantasSantas-
atat a Long Binh quonset huthut-

hospital
hut-

hospitalhospital ward , a Saigon sparklingsparklIng-
with

sparkling-
withwith tinseltll1sel and Christmas trees ,"
wrote the Associated Press .

Last weekweekininm Fairbanks oneone-

of
one-

ofof the woman leaders of thethe-

nativ
the-

nativenativenativ community talkedtalkedaboutaboutabout-
Christmas

about-
ChristmasChristmas in her home villagevdbge inmm-

the
in-

thethe interior ,

"I'veIve"'' never felt that sense ofof-

expectation
of-

expectationexpectation anywhere else ,,"" sheshe-

remembered
she-

rememberedremembered . 'ThereThere"There'" won'twont' bebe-

a
be-

aa Christmas for me again tilltill-

we
till-

wewe move back to the village . "

There , she said , where thethe-

whole
the-

wholewhole village traveled 60 milesmiles-

to
miles-

toto midnight mass and exchangedexchanged-
ptesents

exchanged-
presentspresentsptesents like one family she feltfelt-

aa Christmas spirit that hasn'thasnthasn't-
appeared

hasn't-
appeared

'

appearedappearedanywhereanywhere else .

We hope you all hadhad'ahada
'-

a
a'
a veryvery-

Merry
very-

MerryMerry Christmas and wish youyou-

joy
you-

joyjoy , happiness and peace in thethe-

coming
the-

comingcoming New Year .

Parole Counseling . . .
( ConltnuedContinued from page I1)1)

for a kidkIdstilikidstillstillstili in prisonpnson and duedue-

to
due-

toto be released . Others give exex-exex-

tensIvely
ex-

tensively
¬-

tensively of their time and perper-per-

sonal
per-

sonal
¬-

sonal attention-allattentionall- of whichwhich-

give

which-

givegive the kid in trouble the feelfeel-feel-

ing
feel-

ing
¬-

ing that somebody cares .

"SomeSome" of our volunteers areare-

exconvictsthey
are-

exconvictstheyexconvicts-theyexconvictsthey- make jDmeJme,, :) me ofof-

the
of-

thethe best ,,"" Sutton said .

Ted Sutton , a ThngitTllOgltTlingit Indian-IndianIndlan-IndlanIndian-

Filipino
Indlan-

Filipino
Indian-

Filipino
-

Filipino from Seattle who camecame-

to
came-

toto Alaska from Canada , has aa-

great
a-

greatgreat deal of experienceexpenence on thethe-

other
the-

otherother side of the law . ForFor-

four
For-

fourfour years , he waswagwa in10 and outout-

of
out-

ofofofreformreform schools-classifiedschoolsclassified- asas-

"mentalIy
as-

"mentally"mentallymentally"mentalIymentalIy" deficient " till a rourou-rou-

tine
rou-

tine
¬-

tine intelligenceIOtellIgence test showedshowedananan-

above
an-

aboveabove average mind-mindmindtypedmmd-typedmmdtypedmind-typedmindmmdtypedasmindtypedas- typed as aa-

kid
a-

kidkid who continuously got in101-
0fights

in-

fightsfights andandininm trouble .

As such , helie fights againstagamstagamst-

type
against-

typetype castingcastmg youngsters as "juvjuv"' "juvejuvejuv--juvjuv-
mle

- ¬.-

nilemle delinquentdellll'luentdellllluent' " or "retardedretarded" "
or "badbad" "

.

"OnceOnce" a kid has a label , heIlCIlC-

goes
he-

goesgoes out to try and live up toto-

It

to-

itit ,
" Sutton said . "HeHe" gives upup-

trYlOg

up-

tryingtryingtrYlOg . "
In his11Is early 20s205 , SuttuiiSuttunSutton isIis-

presentlypresently workingworkmg towards a dede-dede-

gree
de-

gree
¬-

gree inm sociology ,. from the UniUm-UmUni-Um-

verslty
Uni-

versity

¬-

versityverslty of Alaska . Helie came toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska last year after findingfindlllg outouout-

that
tt-

thatthat helie was a Thngit-HaidaThngitHaidaTlmglt-HaldaTlmgltHaldaTlingit-IlaidaTlingitIlaida- In! n-nn-

dlan
n-

than
¬-

diandlanthan enrolled in the CentralCentral-
Council

Central-
CouncilCouncil of that tribetnbe . Till then ,

through a series of foster homeshomes-

and
homes-

andand later adoption , Sutton bebe-bebe-

lieved
be-

lieved
¬-

lieved he was a full bloodedblooded-
FIlipino

blooded-
FilipinoFilipino .

On a morning after a nightmghtmght-

without
night-

withoutwithout sleep spent writingwritmg anan-

end
an-

endendendofof term paper , Ted Sutton-SuttonSutton-
leader

Sutton-
leader

Sutton-
leader

-
leader of the Tahetan YouthYouth-
ConfederatIon

Youth-
ConfederationConfederation at the UniversityUmversltyUmverslty-
of

University-
ofof Alaska and founder of thethe-

native
the-

nativenative youth movement talkedtalked-

about
talked-

aboutabout his childhood and youthyouth-
asas a member ofofaa minoritymm1ntyminwity inmm-

U.S
in-

U.SU.SUS. . and Canadian cities .
'

"ActuallyActually" , I was broughtbrought upup-

m

up-

ininm a series of foster homes ,"
Ted says about his childhood .

"II" was taken from my parentsparents-
atat about two years old becausebecause-

of
because-

ofofofchildchild cruelty-beatingcrueltybeating- up kids ..
1I was a battered child . InIn-

Seattle
In-

SeattleSeattle , I spent my childhoodchildhood-
years

childhood-
yearsyears in the Negro district oror-

gheU
or-

ghettoghettogheU :> area of Seattle . "
Through the years of hisIllSIll-

Schildhood
his-

childhoodchildhood , Ted SuttonSuttlTl was aa-

"FIlipino
a-

"Filipino"FilipinoFilipino" " childclllld who was passedpassed-

through
passed-

throughthroughthroughaa number of fosterfoste-
rhomeslower

foste-
rhomeslowerhomes-lowerhomeslower- class families whowho-

took
who-

tooktook inm children for the moneymoney-

provIded
money-

providedprovided by the Catholic ChilChIl-ChIl-

dren's
Chil-

dren's
¬-

dren'sdrens' Aide Society . FamiliesFamillCsFamillCs-

n

Families-

nn the ghetto often didn'tdidnt' knowknow-

where
know-

wherewhere their next meal or rentrent-

money
rent-

moneymoney would come from . ChilChll ¬.

dren grew upupnupin-nn'nin-' the streets .

"InIn" this area , I learned howhow-

to
how-

toto hit people-howpeoplehow- to
.

fightflgllt ,"
he says .

Later , adopted by the SuttonSutton-
fanuIy

Sutton-
familyfamilyfanuIy , he moved into the whitewhite-

middle
white-

middlemiddle class mainstream-butmainstreambutmainstreambut-
not

-
not completely . In Vancouver ,

he went to high school-changingschoolchangingschool-changmgchangmgschoolchangmgi-
mages

schoolchangingi-
mages

-
images to fit the white idea ofof-

an
of-

anan Indian . "
"II" found that there were lotslots-

of
lots-

ofof people like me . There werewere-

kids
were-

kidskids brought up in environments'llfonmentsllfonmentseen'llfonments-
that 'nronmentsnronments-
thatthat were so sickeningickening$ . ThereThere-

was
There-

waswas a couple of kids next doordoor-

who
door-

whowho woke up with their earsears-

and
ears-

andand toes chewed off by rats ."
"II" used to feel sorry for

myself ," he reports . As a teenteen-teen-

ager
teen-

ager
¬-

ager , Ted SuttonSrittonSlltt ) n became anan-

educated
an-

educatededucated minoritymmonty . In highIlIghIlIgh-

school
high-

schoolschool in Canada he sought theIheIhe-

roads
the-

roadsroads to successslcess!! open to blacksblacks-

and
blacks-

andand minorities-minoritiesminoritiesfightingminontles-fightingminontlesfightingminorities-fightingminorities- fighting , physiphysI-physI-

cal
physi-

cal
¬-

cal superioritysupenonty , medals for tracktrack-

and
track-

andand boxingbox mg . !: Iele spent time inmm-

reform
in-

reformreform schools , met other peopeo-peo-

ple
¬.-

plepIe from worse background whowho-

hadn't
who-

hadn'thadn'thadnt' given up .

Later , helie was determineddetennmed toto-

go
to-

gogo back to school and become aa-

social
a-

socialsocial worker ..

"II" feel a good social workerworkerI-

Sis a person whov.hovho. has eaten thethe-

dirt
the-

dirtdirt of the lower class people-peoplepeople-
who

people-
who

people-
who

-
who knows what it is to bebe-

obsessed
be-

obsessedobsessed .

Before comingconllngconing to AlaskaAIJska , TedTed-

Sutton
Ted-

SuttonSutton triedtned one time totovork\vorkvorkv.orkworkv.ork.-

IS

work-

as
\.

ds.ISISas. aJ communitycommulllty developer forfor-

the
for-

thethe Canadian BureauureJU of Indian '
AltairsAffairsAI laIrS . Before that he hadhad-

worked
had-

workedworkedworkedonon the Canadian StockStock-

Exchange
Stock-

ExchangeExchange left it to escape thethe-

obsession
the-

obsessionobsession ofofmoneymoney .

"II" didn'tdidnt' know they didn'tdidntdldIJ'tdldIJtdldIJ't-

lure
didn't-

hire ''hirelure natives ," helie said about thethe-

Burcau
the-

BurcauBureauBurcau . At the employmentemployment-
office

employment-
officeoffice ,. helie reported , everyoneeveryone-
was

everyone-
waswas white .. The only "darkiesdarkies"darklesdarkles" "
were inm the waitingwaltmg rooms .

"MeMe" and thistIlls negronegr J fellowfellow-

were
fellow-

werewere walkingwalkmg around VancouverVancouver-
oneone nightmght and 1I began talkingtalkmgtalkmg-
to

talking-
toto this rubblerubbie ( CanadianCanadlJn termterm-

for
term-

forfor a nativenalive alcoholic ) . A rubbierubblerubbleI-

S

rubbie-

isis the lowest of the low . I waswas-

talking
was-

talkingtalking to this guy and foundfound-

out
found-

outout this rubbierubble was a collegecollege-

graduate
college-

graduategraduate . What happened ?

He saidsaidininm this bureaucraticbureaucratic-
system

bureaucratic-
systemsystem I have to be white-whitewhlte-whltewhite-

which
whlte-

which
white-

which
-

which I never can be .
"

Soon afterafler that , Ted SuttonSutton-
went

Sutton-
wentwent with two friends-onefriendsone- JaJa-JaJa-

maican

Ja-

maican

¬-

maican and one Japanese-toJapaneseto- dodo-

volunteer
do-

volunteervolunteer work with Indian chil-chilc1uJ-c1uJcliilchil-

dren
c1u-

Jdren

-='>
dren on the MusquimMusqUlm IndianIndIan-

reserve
Indian-

reservereserve . For eight monthsmonlhs , heliehe-

worked
lie-

workedworked with kids-traveledkidstraveledklds-.traveledklds.traveledklds.traveledkids--traveled--.- toto-

reserves
to-

reservesreserves inm Dawson Creek , AlAl-AlAl-

berta
Al-

berta
¬-

berta andandotherother places . ThereThere-

Ie
,

he-IeIe!- saw the society'ssocietys' method ofof-

pushing
of-

pushingpushing natives out of sight-sightSlght-Slghtsight-

out
Slgh-

tout

sight-

out
-

out of mindmmd ..
On one of the reserves , hehe-

met
he-

metmet a man who askedaskedaboutabout hishis-

parentage
his-

parentageparentage . Shortly after , hehe-

received
he-

receivedreceived notification from thethe-

TlInglt
the-

TlingitThngitTlIngltTlingit llaidasIialdas andandcamecame up toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska to secsee what AlaskanAlaskan-

Indians
Alaskan-

IndiansIndians were allallaboutabout..
Unlike many youths withwith-

his
with-

hishis background , Sutton believesbelieves-

thaI
believes-

thatthatthaI helie has not been radicah/edradicahedradlcah/cdradlcahcdradicaliiedradlcahcd-
by

radicaliied-
by

/
by hisIIis experiences .

'ThereThere"There'" here was a timetune whenwhen-

was
II-

waswas very bitter but 1I had toto-

suppress
to-

suppresssuppress it because IIwaswas livingIIvmgIIvmg-

m

living-

inmin a white culture ," he saidsaid-

"My
said-

"My"MyMy" job entails me to workwork-

with
work-

withwithwithallall sorts of people . I'mIm'' notnot-

a
not-

aa radical.. "
What he does believe , is thatthat-

his
that-

hishis background gives him:lIm a betbel-belbet-betbel-

ter
bet-

ter

¬-

ter understandingunderstandmg of whalwhatwh t goesgoes-

on
goes-

onon in a so-calledsocalledsocalled"soc131socalled"social-- "socialsocial"soc131soc131" dede-dede-

viant's
¬.-

viant'sviantsvlant'svlants' " rnindmmdmind .

.
"AA" kid doesn'tdoesnt' commit aa-

cranecrimecrane without a reason ,,"" TedTed-

explamed
Ted-

explainedexplainedexplamed . "SometimesSometimes" , he willwill-

steal
will-

stealsteal for money to eat.. AnotherAnother-
kid

Another-
kidkid willwllI steal a car-becausecarbecause- he'sheshe's-

never

he's-

never

'

never known what it could bebe-

like
be-

likelike to drivednve a car , let altinealonealone-

to
alone-

toto own one ..""
"YouYou"VouVou" knowknow , money isn'tisnt' thethe-

root
the-

rootroot ofofallall evil , hateha te is . "


