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editorial
kuskokwimkuskokwim fishFIsh flapflaP

the surprising policy adopted by the alaska board
of fish and game opposing any arrangement by the
alaska fishermen to do business with any foreign fish
buyers was a direct slap in the face of the fledgling
kuskokwim fisheries cooperative a group of eskimo
fishermen the way the board is acting makes it a prime
candidate for a seattle board of fish and game the
board seems to be doing the bidding of the outofbutof state
fishing interests who have had the strangleholdstranglehold on the
alaska fishing industry those fishing interests combined
spell monopolistic hold on the alaska resource their
power is immense and woe to those who try independent
operations such as the kuskokwimkuskokwirn fisheries cooperative

the state government has also been showing weak-
ness in being an easy tool of the out of state operators
which had plagued alaska business community0 for de-
cades last years ruckus over the kuskokwim fishermen
japanese freezer ship versus the state was a prime0 exam-
ple the states part on that one smelled worse than the
kuskokwim river fish that rottedcotted as a result of the con-
troversytroversy As it turned out it was a no little effort on the
part of the state to accomodateaccommodate lower stateside interests

when the sparks settled in last years controversy
people found that there was absolutely nothing wrong
with the japanese ship buying alaska fishermen caught
fish in fact the US state department had given clear-
ance to the ship the only trouble was that the out of
state fishing companies were afraid that the fledgling
tiny kuskokwimkuskokwirn fishingfishing coopco op might make inroads into
their fishing industry empire

the kuskokwimkuskokwirn fishermen are now making ready
to fish their waters they are some of the poorest men
around who are in need of things they have learned to
like and cannot have because of the lack of cash the
cash economy has caught up and is infusing into their
lives the difficulty of meeting this new way of life is
now a real problem because for one the lack of their own
industries

the eskimo coopco op men in the bethel area along
with sympathetic assistance of alaska legal services
corp and others managed to salvage pretty well their
salmon catch last year but now a new spectre in the form
of the alaska board of fish and game is starinestaring0 them in
the face in spite of this we hope the coopco op will be able
to weather the storm this year thereby encouraging other
independent fishing operators and gain something of a
foothold in the process of marketing their product to
buyers for a good price the purchaser should ililil3lnimecnlmect ec
essarilyessarily be the japanese exclusively but other indindepen-
dent

ep
buyers could well be encouragedbeencottiaged

gdcdmbellschoolmbell school
AasksAs clarification
of school status

gambell alaska 99742
may 14 1969

dr clifford hartman
commissioner of education
pouch F alaska office bldg
juneau alaska 99801

dear mr hartman
yesterday the advisory school

board of the gambell day school
had a special meeting with mr
jim harper of the division of
state operoperatedted schools at thishemeeting he presented the points
in favor of transferring gambell
BIA school to state operated

many of the statements he
made were contradictory to other
information we have from other
sources one source is sen bob
blodgettsblodgetteBlodgetts letter to the pt hope
advisory school board about
the state operated school at tell-
er

from you as state commis-
sioner of education we would
like some points clarified and
some satisfactory answers to the
following questions

1lo10 at present our school is
staffed with 4 full time teachers
2 full time teachers aides 1I full
time maintenance man 1 janitor
and 1I cook each working 6
hours a day our present enroll-
ment is 89 students with a pro-
jected enrollment in the next
five years of about 105 students

mr harper assured us that
under state operation we would
maintain all of the present staff
with the addition of another
teacher and a probable increase
in the working hours of the
part time employees

our question to you is will
the present staff be maintained
including the teachers aides and
do you concur with mr harpers
statement above

2 in answer to the question
as to how the state will finance
the operation of this school mr
harper said that there are fedefederalral
funds available under a certain
law to provide education to peo-
ple living in federalfederallyly impacted
areas Is st lawrence Is con-
sidered to be such an area and
do we qualify for such funds
if we do qualify how certain are
we that said funds will be forth-
coming what specific clause in
the law would assure us that
such funds are available to us

3 Is there a rural predom
inentlyineptly native community in alas-
ka whose state operated school is
so financed if so may we have
the information so we can con-
tact them and make further in-
quiry

4 assuming that federal funds
would finance the cost of main-
taining the school with the is-
lands present status we should
not be shortsightedshort sighted when the

native land claims issue is
settled the status of the island
will be altered and we would
like to know how the state plans
to finance the school when that
occurs

5 please give us the names of
several villages Wwhichihichchich have in
the past three years transferred
from BIA to state operated
schools as we have some ques-
tions we would like totd ask them

we as members of this com-
munity would like the answeres
to these questions before we
would be ready to make any
decisions an early reply would
be much appreciated

s victor campbell
president
gambell advisory
school board

cccasenccsensen bob blodgett
BIA office juneau
BIA office nome
tundra times
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questions organization lawyerswyers
box 338
college alaska 99701
may 18 1969

dear mr rocksrock
the anchorage news of fri-

day 16 may printed an article on
the legal consultants and attor-
neys for the various alaska na-
tive associations and federations
the picture on page one showed
some of the lawyers who have
been retained to represent the
interests of various native organ-
izationsizat ions

are the alaska natives aware
that they have retained attorneys
with either personal interests or
client interests that could benefit
by a claims settlement that may
not be the best available to the
indians and eskimos

at least one individual whose
picture was prominently display-
ed in a front page article repre-
sents not only an indian organi-
zation but also clients with hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of
potential leases on the north
slope this attorney is represent-
ing a group of oil promoters who
are attempting to gain title to
oil lands which the eskimos
claim is theirs now exactly who
is this representative of one of
the native organizations repre-
sentingsen ting Is he representing his
oil clients or his native clients

there is at least one attorney

retained by a native group who 1

liashas personal oil interests in lands
claimed by the eskimos who
does this attorney represent
himself or the natives

at a recent legislative hearinhearing9 t
in fairbanks related to oillandsoo land t
on the north slope a telegram
from ralph perdue was read to
the assembled gathering mr per-
due said in effect you are
arguing whether the land belonbelongsas9s
to the state or the oil promoters
it does not belong to either of
you it belongs to the eskimos
one manmarr the only man the
legislators allowed to speak twice

was immediately on his feet to
attempt to rationalize and if
possible negate mr perduespercludsPerPerclduesuds state-
ment this man is an attorney
for a native group now exactly
who is this attorney represent-
ing his native clients or his
white man oil promoter clients

recently the people of alaska
were unable to require their
officials to come clean and
divulge their land and oil hold-
ings however the natives of
alaska are paying their attorneys
and certainly they the natives
can demand that their legal rep-
resentatives disclose what land
oil and other possibly conflict-
ing interests they either own or
represent

respectfullyrespecifullyrespectfully
s george E utermohle jr

positionpttspt1s fi paperP ronon
nativeafi e landlan claimsI1a I1 1

bybyyulekilcherYULE ekilchekkilchekKILCHEk
this position paper on the native land claims and relatedelated

matters was started before the goldberg withdrawal which this
writer thinks does not necessarily harm the nativesjustnatives just cause and
possibly will help it even a possible delay may be helpfulhelpfilil by
projecting a solution to the 6electionlection year of 1970 and by giving the
state of alaska and its natives more time to formulatef6rmulate polpolicyicyaandnd
to achieve badly needed unity of purposepu raposerpose and methodsmeithodasithodsithods

with rapid economic and political development based on the
nationwidenation widewidi interest in our rusotiresotiresourcesacesrces which is pressuring us from
all sides it is my hope to contribute whataf littlefit tife I1 can to a better
future foror all alaskansalaskasAlaskans the early inhabitantsinhabiiantsas as well as immigrantsi
who came to love this great land letut ushop&ourug hopa our children will not
live as servants to colonial reresourcesource exploitation

my wife and I1 and our eight alaska born children and their
children to come have tribal rights and land claims dating back
fifteen hundred yyearsbears if id married an alaska native woman my
children would have two sets of tribal rights the alaskan set being
the less secure of the two

the swiss rights they can never lose as long as thetheir offspring
are registered not in switzerland as such but in my particular
tribal community for in switzerland even a foreigner does not
become a citizen of the country but of a sometimes very small
community and so automatically becomes a swiss just as if
a tibetan went to tronektyonek noatak or minto got accepted into the
tribe and became thus a US citizen you can see that I11 came by

continued on page 4

poem
TUNDRA

sitting on the tundra spring
and the first ducks flew over
yesterday

and the last snows melting
fast and now only like the sparse
clouds in the sky

tte smell around acrid like
crushed blackieblackbeblackberries

j
ariesrries and cran-

berries and blueberries all to-
gether

A slight wind tugging and
knocking at the dried winter
grasses

and two caribou trotting out
from near me

tasting the cranberries and
blueberries and blackberries

blueberries are still the best

the mountains distant and
thetheir0 r blackblack jacketsJ bhimihimshimmeringmering in

the bright sun sun evaporating
the last snows to make the first
spring rains

already green sprigs with
round leaves peer ththroughrough the
bbrownrownndssness

and the lichens and mosses
that the caribou flkelike so much
showingshowing new green tootoo moist
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