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Udall’s Alternative...

(Contirwed Fom page 1)

and | hope we have the fortitude to look at the problem
in the foce ond come uvp with some kind of solution.
I'm not prepared to moke a definitive stotement on it
today, " he said.”

““Udall said he didn’t know whether the solution of
the problem would be reservations, but quickly odded
there were several olternatives.

“He said that the Interior Deporiment wanted fto
explore the dtematives and see if it could come vp with
a recommendation to make to Congress..."

The cbove remarks of Secretary Udall have proved
to be prophetic as far as the present extent of effort to
the land solution is concemed, which leaves us wonder-
ing whether, in consideration of oltematives, Udall,
even then, had o thought of the Outer Continental Shelf
revenues forpayments for lands lost by native people in
liew of the Court of Claims litigation although he told
the native | eaders late last year he thought of the idea
during the plone ride from Washington to Anchorage.

At ony rate, that suggestion took ¢ firm held during
lond deliberations within the last few months with the
resulting, speedy formulation of thepending land cloims
bill S. 2906 that calls for the utilization of Continental
Shelf revenues. '

Out of the several other bills intreduced in Congre ss
gimed ot resolving the land situation, S. 2906 has met
with general preference above all the rest, the reason
being that it was thrashed out between three distinct
parties representing three distinctly involved areas—the
native people, the State ond the Depariment of the
Interior. The end product—the S. 2906 ~come closest to
full agreement of the three participants.

That, in itself, was easily the most hu*t-prn—
voking achievement, or development, ond it has cought
the foncy of those deeply concemed cbout the Iland
situgtion in Alaske. Simce it was the end product of
those vitally concemed who cimed it at resolving @
knotty question, we are of the opinion that this spirit of
cooperation has met with the approvel of president
Lyndon Johnson, hence his momenfous pronouncement
and recommendotion that prompt oction be mode by

Congress ond legislate on land claims during this
session of the national |awmaking body.

The impact of President Johnson's mm
is great ond it will be a powerful impetus toward re-
sdving the long—delayed settlement ii the lond situation
in Alaska *

We would olso lﬁ-n.ﬁhim.rﬂﬁl
Interior, Stewart Udall, may have found o formule
expedite the land solution in connection with the Outer
Caontinentol Hidﬂh‘lﬂd“ﬂﬂ- he
come upon the idea six yeors ogo or during his plone
ride from Washington, D. C. 1o Anchorage last November.
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cnd about 45 other high Mike Gravel to make. His entire political future hangs in
school kids ore in Juneoy balonce. But if Gravel chooses not to run, there will probd
for the Southeast basketboll linger in his mind for a long while to come, “Maybe if | hal
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