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TIME FOR THOUGHTS AND DEEDS

(Contin ued frem page 1)

legislation by Congress.” |

The lethargy of the post Congresses has findly
been shaken loose. The process of brecking this lethargy
cam? rather suddenly, as time goes in matters such os
the londs question in Alaska, ond this suddenness is
rather discomforting. It is bringing with it some fliliqn:
&in to impending dangers because the mechanics of the
final thrust for solutions come within the lost few shodt
years. The faost ond urgent process in arriving to the
point of introduction of the bill leaves o feeling thatit
was done too fast and thot not enough time was given to
weigh matters connected with it. This is past history
now ond the stark reality of the introduction of the
measure is upon us ond the native people and: their
leaders must face it with the best minds they con muster.

“This is a droft which so for merely represents o
bill which the administration is prepored to support,”
declared Sendator Emest Gruening in his wire to the
Alaska press media o few days ago.

This means that our native people and their leaders,
the State, ond all others concemed, will be given the
opportunity to study the draft ond the parties concemed
will be given the chance to submit proposals for changes
or amendments. Since there has been sharp dissotis-

foction among the native leaders as 1o some of the
contents of the bill before it was introduced, they

should now make a very serious study of the draft and be
prepared to voice unequivocally their convicti ms ond
disogreements with the measure as it now siands
The lond cloims bill, even ot this stage before
serious discussions ore being mode on it, is olready
touching our ways of life throughout Alaska and it
cannot but influence us profoundly. There will be no
time fo tarry for our native leaders and their people in
preparing their aguments ond these must be truly
representative. The urgency d the need to get right down ' : gy Sy
to work cannot be stressed too much, especially when we - | M ot sl w ¥ e
know sudden requests for testim anies can be mode o es, | ' .-"+ ha ik "Eﬁm
few doys cheod of time leaving little opportunity for et
Proper preparations on things we truly wished 1o say.
This is the time, NOW, for concentroted, responsible
- thoughts ond octions. The bill in its pl"llni form must
not be dlowed to pass. An oltemative bill, such as the
one submitted to the Depariment of the Interior by the
Alaska Federation of Native Associations in Anchoroge,
may be needed. “
Native leaders from orgonizations ond villoges _
should hold regional meetings as sofn as they possibly Sey weer &
con fo prepore for discussions and heorings. TP ‘emeew
oct we must becouse whatever is done now aond in the o
time cheod will greatly influence the future of our people.
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dy 1okon, nd FULL TIME possing to the netive
1 The subtle purpose of the Interior Department bill,
the State bill and any similar piece of legislation is to

CONSUMATE THE TAKING OF ALL
LANDS presently reserved to the native people and pay
o TOKEN COMPENSA SATION for the teking. bill
TO PASS IN CONGRESS or we will have forever been
separated from that which rightfully still remains in ar
possession. gl gy
The present offers of o little lond around villogesis
like the bait in'a trap. If we reach out for this seeming

innczant offer, we will be | osing much more than “.“i..
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