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Charley Steve , and other oldold-
timers

old-
timerstimers , can recall when therethreth re waswas-

no
was-

nono village between .SourdoughSourdoughSourdough-
Point

.,Sourdough-
PointPoint aridand Washington Bluff ..

There was only an Eskimo homehome-
or

home-
oror two along that Bering SeaSea-

coast
Sea-

coastcoast at Norton Sound wherewhere-
Stebbins

where-
StebbinsStebbins , Alaska , now stands .

Mrs . Rosy Matthias , kneelingkneeling-
toto cut out slippers fromfrOIJ1 sealskin ,
on the floor , straightenedstraigl1teneQ; up andand-
said

and-
saidsaidwhepthe, "MyMy" folks lived1ived here whenwhepwhen-
thethe Nelson-NelsonNelsonIsland-' Island EskimosEskimos-
settled

EskimosEskimos-

settled ,settled here ."
EventuallyEve 'tutu' lIy Rosy had marriedmarried-

Austin
married-

AustinexceptionalhunterAustin Matthias , an exceptional
hunter whose prowess waswas-
inherited

was-
inheritedinherited by their sons . AndAnd-
Rosy

And-
RosyRosy now teaches two daughtersdaughters-
toto sew skins and make baskets ,.
, This is the life pattern .

((Population 180 when familiesfamilies-
aren't

families-
aren'taren'tarent' at hunting camp or fishfIsh-

camp
fish-

campcamp .) A -, rise on the tundratundra-
terrain

tundra-
terrainterrain , that bounds the off-seaoffseaoffsea-
side

-

side of the village , is calledcalled-
Steven's

called-
Steven'sSteven'sStevens' Point.. Some say thethe-
name

the-
namename Stebbins derives fromfrom-
Steven's

from-
Steven'sSteven'sStevens' as3S' the Eskimos wouldwould-
pronounce

would-
pronouncepronounce the word .

Why did Nelson IslandersIslanders-
select

Islanders-
selectselect this section of coast for aa-

settlementsettlement ?
Stan Jack and Charley SteveSteve-

agreeagree on two reasons : (1)1()) GreatGreat-
pilespiles of driftwood ' wash ashore ,
including logs10 with which toto-

build
to-

buildbuildburningwhencabins . AndAnd,, for burningburning-
whenwhen stove oil gives out.. Some :

say the logslo come from up thethe-
Yukon

]

Yukon , but as long as they areare-

there
are-

therethere , the people don'tdont' carecare-
where

care-
wherewhere(2)Fathersthey come from . (2)2( )
Fathers of the presentpresent-
generation

present-
generationgeneration a % Stebbins figured itit-

would

'.

would be convenient to be nearnear-

St
near-

StStSt.. Michael 12 miles away byby-

tundra
by-

tundratundra , longer by sea , wherewhere-
they

,.

they could buy white-manwhitemanwhiteman-
canned

whiteman-
canned

-

canned goods and ammunition .
Some of the original log cabinscabins-

are
cabins-

areare still in use at Stebbins . SomeSome-
BIA

1> {
,

BIA.QIAQIA. (Bureau Indian ., Affairs )
hpusinghQusinghousing is appearing , with moremOremore-

to
,,

Capphouseto come . And one prefabprefaQ Capp
house in under construction ! As,As-

fo
As-

fotforfofot; the BIA plywood precut
houseshoJsesprecuthoJsesprecuthoho (> ises , timetime\timetimemay)\' may prove themthem-
less

them-
lessless functional than the loglog-

cabins
|

cabinstHousing. At least the .-_ 'NWTNWTNwrNWT-

Housing

'

t|
Housing Corp1Corp',, is reverting to loglog-

construction
k.

construction which they believebeUevebeUev-
emore

believ-
emoremor-emoremorem or - ' durable andand-
maintenancefree

N

maintenance-freemaintenancefreemaiJ1.tenance-freemaiJ1.tenancefreemaiJ1.tenancemaiJ1tenance. - .

Stebbins ' thin line of houseshouses-
that

houses-

thatthatithatthatthughugthug, the cc9astcoastast are separatedseparated-
just

tt-
just

"
just enough'enough'

fojrforfoFforthefoFthethe first row to cc-

act

c-

actact as a snqwsnow fence , pilingpilingcpiling-
mountainous

piling-
mountainous

c

mountainous roller-coasterrollercoaster-- driftsdrifts-
in

drifts-
inin the "onlyonly"" , :,

, long-and-narrowlongandnarrowlongandnarrow-
street

-- -

street . Uncut by a path of any hbb-

kind
h-

kindkind , this serves as an obstacleobstaclobstacle-
course

,
I]'

course for the snowmobiles ;,
called snow machine or snowsnow-
machinuk

V

machinukitthe. There are no words irit!itaii#| a
the Eskimo language for thisthis-
wondrous

cc-

woo.drouswondrouswoo.drouswoodrous. ', vehicle , nor for jtsjts-

mysterious
;) ts fif

mysterious internal parts ., So if ?), 0°0-

oneone wishes to refer to them inin-

Eskimo
n111-

1EskimoEskimo , "ukuk'uk"'' "' is .addedadded.
added ;' as inin-

"pistonuk
bb-

"piston"pistonukpistonuk"pistonpiston" k" or ""enginukenginuk"eriginukeriginukmgmuk " ; oror-

you
or-

youyou fallfalloffoff the ' "damnukdamnuk"damnuk-
thinguk

" f"
thinguk " ! -

p&.
Knee-highKneehigh- rubberrobberrubberboots, -bootsboots-, areare-

essential
0°0-

essentialessentialessential for everyoneevgryoneev ryone in thethe-
village

515-

1village

®

village , for
,

they .mustmust.- ust spendspend-

twothirds

tJtJ-

tw
"

two-thirdstwothirdstwlives'ploddingthrough--thirds of their liveslives'ploddinglivesplodding'plodding aa-

throughthrough those "mainmain"mairimairi" street" , ,

snowsnow drifts '' withoutw thout benefit ofof-

paths
fctt-

paths
t

paths . Or , falling through
'
the'ieie,'the-

melting
fifJf-

Jmeltingmelting drifts into ice water . dd-

There
d-

ThereThere are no roads .inin.in thisthis-
region

this-
regionregion ', but somethingsome g betterbbetterbetter-
great

tter;,; nITI-
Tgreat

m
great open .expansesexpansesexpanses

., 6ffbf tundratundratundra-
and

iri.r.i.-
randand sea , across which the snowsnow-
machines

snow-
machinesmachines can zoomzoom on ' ice and kk-

snow
,

snow the better partppartpartofrlrlofof anyany'yea-

r

anyyea-

r

any'
year ,. sislsl-

SealSeal hunters hitch aa'canoeacanoe' "'canoecanoe' canoe ' toto-

their
hh-

theirtheirtheirsnowtheir
'
snowsnosnowsnowmachine

,
j-
'm

j-
m'machinechin '

andd"dragddrag.". drag ' itit-

out
t uw

outututto\toto;\ to openopen'wateropenwateropen ,', 'waterwater'

, .

, ' whenhen .thethe.,

,

vww*

" iI ' '

break-upbreakup- comes . Or they hitchhitch-
on

hitch-
onon a long sled , loadedloadedwithwith campcamp-
equipment

camp-
equipmentequipment , when they travel toto-

hunt
to-

hunthunt waterfowl on the YukonYukon-
marshes

Yukon-
marshesmarshes . Or ,;' big game farther upupthethe rivers .

But Andrew , a young hunterhunter-
With

hunter-
withwith , good aim ," . keeps hishis-

ratherfamoUs
his-

ratherfamousrather-famousratherfamous- dog team . AndAnd-
Paul

And-
PaulPaul PetePeteet , also ' an expert hunter ,
drove his dog team until five oror-

six
or-

sixsix years ago . Through the shortshort-
summer

short-
summersummer , boats powered byby-

outboard
by-

outboardoutboard motorsotors are used .

.CharleyCharley., Steve sometimes uses a

hpEvinrude50 hp Mercury AND an 84 hp
EvinrudejEvinrude., In season , some useuse-

their
use-

theirtheir boatsboa ts forf r commerialcommeriacommerial-
fishing

!
fishing .

The people depend on wildwild-
meat

wild-
meatimeat and fish for the bulk ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir food . But therethere-thereis- is now aa-

steelstructure
a-

steelstructuresteel-structuresteelstructure' - store , and a fewfew-
homes

few-
homes1homes sell canned goods andand-
stove

and-
stovestove' oil ,

Stebbins owns a herd ofof-
reindeer

of-
eindeerireindeereindeerr kept on nearbynear y StuartStuart-

Island
Stuart-

Island1Island ,. It becomes a problem toto-

keep
to-

keep1keep herdsmen who will protectprotect-
the

protect-
thethe( animals from wolves ,

tespecially in. hunting seasonseason-
when

season-
wheniwhen the herdsmen , too , feel thethe-
call

the-
allccallcall of the wild .

There is now a smallsmaIl clinic ,

sstaffedtaffed by Jessie'Jessie
,'

Katcheak ,

ttrainedrained as a health-aidehealthaide- and withwith-
aaa phone to the "outsideoutside"" " .

IDuring the year a doctor'doctor'
visitsvisits-

the
visits-

thetthe village . But Charley SteveSteve-
still

Steve-
tillsstilltill knows the old cures . HeHe-

makes
He-

makesnmakes up batches ofofmedicinemedicinemedicine-
from

medicine-
fromffrom a plant that grows wild in

,

t .:Y ' aatrottrot , q Ne . a

- -, -- -- -_ " _ _r _ '_
An Eskimo danceLatdanca.atdancaat. Stebbins..

1''watwat'watchedwatchedwatchedhed Ignatius and hisills father ,

Austin , head for the sea withwith-
harpoons

with-
harpoonsharpoons and guns . TheyThey-
returned

They-
returnedreturned after midnight withwith-
three

with-
threethree of the big seals . The nextnext-
day

next-
dayday there waswas plenty ofofrawraw liverliver-
dipped

liver-
dippeddipped in seal oil ; as well asas-

plenty
as-

plentyplenty fried blood-redbloodredbloodredmeat- meat..

AAwellequippedwell-equippedwellequipped-- BIA schoolschool-
has

school-
hashas come to Stebbins . TheThe-
teachers

The-
teachersteachers become an integral partpart-
of

part-
ofof.,. the community . The schoolschool-
brings

school-
bringsbrings employment to some .

Gerty Pete , another sewer ofo-
fsl

of-
skinsskinsslns , cooks the schoolschool'lunchesschoollunches'luncheslunches' .

Louis , the maintenance man ,

keeps the building shipshape .
Stebbins women serve asas-

teacheraids
as-

teacheraidsteacher-aidsteacheraids- .

Village men findmd employmentemployment-
with

employment-
withwith the state forest fire fightersfIghters-
inin season , usually working out ofof-
McGrath

of-
McGrathMcGrath . Sometimes they areare-

called
are-

calledcalledfightfires"outsideoutside" " to help fight
fires in Oregon or WashingtonWashin on .
Freddie Pete , Stebbins ' smokesmoke-
jumper

smoke-
jumperjumper , has 60 jumps to hishis-

credit
his-

creditcredit . But he'dhed' rather race hishis-
Skidoo

his-
SkidooSkidoo across the tundra .

In 1970 a fire fighting planeplane-
carrying

plane-
carryingcarrying 27 Stebbins men ,

crashed killing four . There is aa-

memorial
a-

memorialmemorial to them in the villagevillage-
cemetery

village-
cemeterycemetery . And , not far away
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MI'IoMI'IoMIIoMISMI'*. ' Hunt sharpens her 'women'swomens"womenwomen'" '', knife'*' then butcherbutchers * seal,{ael. . .,

these remote sections . TheThe-
condensed

The-
ondensedcondensedondensed essepceessence is dark inin-

color
in-

olorcolorolor , potent to tasteaste .
11-

OneOne of the men said , "WhenWhen" II-

hurt
I-

urthurturt here ((pounding his chest )
IT' make me feel better ."

Charley adds , "somethingsomething" else .
We make poultice with seal oil inin-

a
in-

a mitt.. like when at huntinghunting-
camp

hunting-
campcamp; , a shot broke up'Up'upaa man'smansman's-
fmgers

man's-
fingers

'
fingersfmgers . We .keepkeep. his hand in sealseal-
oil

seal-

oiloil , injn a big mitt . It make himhim-
not

him-
notnot so much pain .

,

'TilTil' we get hehe-

back
he-

backback .,"
A comparatively ,. recent arrivalarrival-

from
arrival-

fromfrom Nelson Island is MaryMaryMatthiasMatthias , a soft-spokensoftspokensoft-sgokensgoken- mothermothemother-
of

,
of severalsevera! little ones . Some saysay-
sheshesayshemakes the most artyartybartybaskets.basketsbaskets.,, skets ,

though all StebbinsStebbin4 : baskets havehave-
a well-earnedwellearnedwell-eamedeamed-- reputationreput tion ,.

grandmatMary told us , "MyMy"'" 4yy grandmagrandm-
augbrme

grandma-
taught'metaught'metaughtmetaughtugbrme' me to make'themakethemake 'the raincoatsraincoats-
from

raincoats-
fromfrom walrus intestinesintesdnes that arerearere-
dry

are-

dry'anddrydry'anddryand'- and
a- nd'and almost transparenttratransparentsp'afentspafent' ...""

"

But other womenn 'wouldwould';would ratherrather-
make

rather-
akemakeake soup of animalapWalimal and ' birdbird-

intestinintestinesintestinmintestines
s . So theyththeytheydoy dpdo . ,

'Mary'sMarysMary's' ' husband
'

, Ignatius ,

keepseeps her suppliedsuppliedwith,with seals toto-

skin
to-

skinskin and
'-

cut
c- ut'-

cut
c- ut' cut

,
up . Even theth babybaby-

has
baby-

hashas finefme fur'rnukluksfurrnukluksfur'muklukSfurmuklukSfur'muklukSandfurmukluksandfur-mukluksfurmukluks-' and parkasparka-

swith"id
parkas-

withtiwithwith"idwithidwithti. !,
,!",',,, v

' decorecorco.
,

.'
>,

, ofof-
j_ [

wolfwdf.,. "andand"and-
wolverme

'"
'-

and
a- nd'-

andolverine
' and

wolverinewolvermeolverine furfur-OnefurOne. ,- One 'eveningeveningj' evening we
, ." ,

.11
. '' '

" '1' 'ii; ' ),

from it are the exposedexposed-
skeletons

exposed-
skeletonsskeletons of the long-timelongtime- dead ,

SomeSOO1ehuntingkniveswith rifles or hunting,
knives beside them andand-
unmolested

and-
unmolestedunmolested .

Village business is taken carecare-
of

care-
ofof by Mayor Gabriel TomTom-Tomand'andand'- and-
his

and-
hishis council , including HenryHenryBigheadBigheadandBighead and his daughter Jeanie ,
Stanley Jack, Tim Snowball , andand-
otherS

and-
othersothers . This council doesn'tdoesnt' havehave-
the

have-
thethe headaches of those outside ._.
For Stebbins doesn'tdoesntdoesn"t'"' havehave-
streets

have-
streetsstreets , a sewage system , nornOr-

water
nor-

waterwater supply (water isis hauled byby-
eac

by-

eacheacjieaceach home in the shape ofof-
chunks

of-
chunkschunks of ice from pondspondsmostpondsmost-
of

,,,. mostmost-
ofof each year ) . The council hashas-
unique

has-
uniqueunique problems of its own9wnown
though9wnthoughownthough. '

TheTIleTlie annual potlatch is heldheld-
here

held-
herehere

',, or at a neighboring village ,
Kotlik . A kingkirlg or queenqueen oror-

potlttch
or-

potlatchpotlatchpotlttchpotlttchreigns: reigns . Two years agoago-

when
ago-

whenwhen Therese .JackJack.Jacklack was threethree-
yearS

three-
yearsyearsyearSyearSoldold , shesizesh'sizewas,. was selectedselected-
queeo

selected-
queeiqueeoqueenqueei# . ' She was showered withwith-
gifts

with-
giftsgifts suchsuch'assuchas' as a brandbra d new kitchenkitchen-
stove

kitchen-
stovestoVe !;, a set.ofsetofset'i.ofseti.ofsetiofset-ofsetof''';..- dishes , andand aa-

wash
a-

washboardwashboardwashwashboardAll};> oardoardAll. -AllAll-All grown-upgrownup- size .

For weeks-weeksweeksbefore-, before potlatch ,

quantitiespreparedfor'thepreparedforof food are prepared '

forfor'theforthe'thethe"the'" feasting : tubs of berries ,

barrels of., herringhrringh rring in seal oil ,

dried salmon'salmon' and trout , seal and

frozen whitefish .

OfOfallall the dances , at potlatchpotlatch-
and

potlatch-
andand otherwise , the StebbinsStebbins-
matriarch

Stebbins-
matriarchmatriarch Ida Bouchan isis-

considered
is-

consideredconsidered the authority onon-

Eskimo
on-

EskimoEskimo dancing . Her handhand-
mOvements

hand-
movementsmovements are graceful as thethe-
"hula

the-
"hula"hulahula" hands " . Ida is also aa-

l
a-

longtimelong-timelongtimel ng-timengtime- midwife , assistingassisting-
recently

assisting-
recentlyrecently with the difficult birthbirth-
of

birth-
ofof Ronna Henry'sHenrys' baby .

Christina Steve is also a villagevillage-
midwife

village-
midwifemidwife , having presided atat-

births
at-

birthsbirths for many years . MostMost-
women

Most-
womenwomen are now flown out toto-

hospitals
to-

hospitalshospitals for childbirth , butbut-
some

but-
somesome choose to remain at home .

It is not uncommon for babiesbabies-
to

babies-
toto be given away ; nor forfor-
children

for-
childrenchildren .- to be informallyinformally-
adopted

informally-
adoptedadopted , in this village .

One of Stebbins ' cutest babiesbabies-
has

babies-
hashas to be two-year-oldtwoyearoldtw --year-oldyearold- Anthony
NickAnthonyNick((Nick ) Begich Jack, named forfor-
the

for-
thethe AlaskaAlaskarepresentativerepresentative NichNich-
Begisch

Nich-
BegischBegisch who was killed in thatthat-
plane

that-
planeplane crash with Hale BoggsBo . 1II-

called
I-

calledcalled this 2-year-old2yearold- - by hishis-

middle
his-

middlemiddle name until he startedstarted-
calling

started-
callingcalling himself "BegichBegich" " . He'sHesHe's-
such

He ' s
such a hardy little guy that hehe-

plays
he-

playsplays in the snow bottomlessbottomless-
and

bottomless-
andand barefoot-thenbarefootthen- climbs to thethe-
kitchen

the-
kitchenkitchen table and deliversde1vers! long ,

senatorial speeches . He'sHes' goinggoing-
to

going-
toto make a great politician forfor-
Stebbins

for-
StebbinsStebbins and Alaska some day .

Draped outside StebbinsStebbins-
homes

Stebbins-
homeshomes on drying racks , andand-
fanned

and-
fannedfanned by sea breezes , are thethe-

stretched
the-

stretchedstretched sealskins , reindeerreindeer-
hides

reindeer-
hideshides , braids of Tomcod fish ,
halved salmonsalm and trouttro t , andand-
long

and-
longlong "jerkyjerky" " strips of big game .,

Taste for birds Varies regionally .

At Wainwright , we'rewere' told , thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople eat snowy owls ; and atat-

St
at-

StSt .:.
"

LawrenceIawrence.: Island ,;
" gulls . But inin-

the
in-

thethe Stebbins region they preferprefer-
Cranes

prefer-
cranesCranes . i:

J,JToTo be present here at spring
break-upbreakupspringbreakup- of May is to catch thethe-
fever

the-
feverfever pitch of excitement . FarFar-

out
Far-

outout at ice floe rim , seals areare-
coming

are-
comingcoming ,. out to sun . StebbinsStebbins-
hunters

Stebbins-
huntershunters say they can look at thethe-
sky

the-
skysky and tell wherewhere the clearclear-
water

clear-
waterwater isisHow. -HowHow-How far they mustmust-
drag

must-
dragdrag their canoes .

Farther outouO*
; toward StSt..

LaLawrencewrence Island , EskimoEskimo-
hunters

Eskimo-
huntershunters are out in their umiaksumiaks-
with

umiaks-
withwith binoculars , to spot thethe-

walrus
the-

walruswalrus herds . Later there may bebe-

more
be-

moremore walrus ivory for the carverscarvers-
the

carvers-
the(the ' supply is low now ) . LilyLily-

Amonglook
Lily-

AmonglookAmonglook , who does aa-

precision
a-

precisionprecision job ofofsplittingsplitting walruswalrus-
hides

walrus-
hideshides to make umiaks , will bebe-

b1sy
be-

busybusyb\1syb1sy\ with new hides .

Some of the Stebbins huntershunters-
have

hunters-
havehave , previously bagged walrus .

Now , with the spring break-upbreakup- ,.

the village people keep watchingwatching-
the

watching-
thethe sky and cockingcooking an earear-

upward
ear-

upwardupward.. . .

"WhenWhen" willwill thetheth;; birds fly ?"
They ask over and iveroverver again ..

It is as though they fear thethe-
flyways

the-
flywaysflyways , like the caribou routes ,
have changed .

1I\1-

At

I-

AtAt long last a shputshout| starts atat-

one
at-

oneone edge 'ofof' the village , spreadingspreading-
toto the other : "HereHere" they come .

The birdsbirdsareare flying !
*;"'

And there they. are . The skysky-

is
sky-

isis ribbonedribbon d with
'-

sncw
s-

ncw'-snqws- nqw'-snows- now' | geese andand-
Canada

and-
CanadaCanada geese in flutteringfl ttering VsV's' .

There are wild ducks , too ., AndAnd-
the

And-
thethe splendid gray cranes with thethe-
red

the-
redred crowns . Suddenly , againstagainst-
the

against-
thethe blue of the sky you see aa-

pair
a-

pairpair of purepurewhitewhite-white- swans , the '

most regal of all.. And your heartheart-
skips

heart-
skipsskips a beat.. You wish them safesafe-
passage

safe-
passagepassage .

Some birds settle down onn thethe-
tundra

the-
tundratundra to rest and feed onon-

cranberries
on-

cranberriescranberries from last fall'sfallsWI'sWIs' crop ,

shriveled by thethe winter snow .,

Ptarmigan are already there ,

changing plumplumageage ., from winterwinter-
wWte

winter-
whitewhitewWte to tundra gray-browngraybrowngray.browngraybrown-. .

Fron somewhere da familiarfamiliar-
bird

familiar-
birdbird song sifts down , andandaand-
Steb

and-
Stebbins

a
StebbinsSteb ins child calls outout-
excitedly

( .ltlt..l-
texcitedlyexcitedly , "TheThe" first robin !' "

ByDy evening the tundra expanseexpanse-
echoes

expanse-
echoesechoes withwithsquawkssquawks , pumpingpumping-
sounds

pumping-
soundssolindssounds , and organ-likeorganlike- calls .

Spring in the far north !

No Eskimo couple respondsfesponds toto-

this
to-

thisthis andndallandallnd all the naturalnatura-
lsurroundin

natura-
lsurroundingssurroundingssurroundin

'-

more
m-

ore'

more thanthan-
Bennedict

than-
BennedictBennedict and MinnieMiImie Katcheak .

They are experts at all facets ofof-
that

of-
thatthat life ; and they have the onlyomyomy-
perma.frost

only-
permafrostpermafrostperma.frost. "coolercooler" " left ininthe'thethe-the',- the-
village

the-
villagevillage .

The bush-hoppingbushhopping- plane , andand-
the

and-
thethe BIA Ship North Star IIIIllIII-

which
Ill-

whichwhich brings supplies
"'

annually ,
are Stebbins ' links with thethe-
outside

the-
outsideoutside .

There is ,, of course , thethe-
wea

the-
weatheredweatheredwea thered mini-post-officeminipostoffice- - andand-
its

and-
itsits two or three mails a weekweek-

As
week-

As
week-

As
.

-AsAs- opposed to the U.SUS. .

Reindeer Postal RouteRoute-
originating

Route-
originatingoriginating at St81.. Michael in
1890 .

I am pleased to countcount-
Postmistress

count-
PostmistressPostmistress Christina SteveSteve-
among

Steve-
amongamong my valued friends . SheShe-
works

She-
worksworks at skin sewing and sealseal-
butchering

seal-
butcheringbutchering when not busy withwith-
the

with-
thethe mails . And she has mademade-
what

made-
whatwhat may be the most beautifulbeautiful-
fur

beautiful-
furfur parka in the whole of Alaska ,
which she wears for specialspecial-
occasions

special-
occasionsoccasionsoccasionsSuch. -SuchSuch-Such as the recentrecent-
graduation

recent-
graduationgraduation at a boarding-boarding-boardinghighschoolMaryPete-high-schoolhighschool- - attended by MarystraightAsPete , who has been a straight-AstraightAstraight.AstraightAstraight.A-
student

straightA-
student

-.
student.. The whole village isis-

proud
is-

proudproud of Mary , and of AnaAna-
Maria

Ana-
MariaMaria JacklackJackwhowho has beenbeen-
enrolled

been-
enrolledenrolled at Alaska MethodistMethodist-
University

Methodist-
UniversityUniversity .

Christina (midwife , fur parkaparka-
designerdesignerparkadesigner, and Stebbins ' postalpostal-
service

postal-
serviceservice ) was left without aa-

mother
a-

mothermother when she was 3 . HerHer-

substitute
Her-

substitutesubstitute mother taught her toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep a clean house , in additionaddition-
toto the usual Eskimo arts . HerHer-

father
Her-

fatherfather taught her , "AlwaysAlways"Always-
welcome

"Always-
welcome

"
welcome strangers and feedfeed-
them

feed-
themthem whatever you have . Try toto-

be
to-

bebe nice , and fillflU their stomach ,

even if they have only one eye ,

one arm ,, or.areorareor ., areunpleasant.unpleasantunpleasant.,
.. "

When 'christchrist'christ'naChristina'
Christina'nana' marriedarried andandand-

had
and-

hadhad a family of her own , she alsoalso-

adoptedadopteddopted several children . And ,
Hasasl been kind to motherlessmotherless-
children

motherless-
childrenchildren ,.

A Stebbins woman who had aa-

rugged
a-

ruggedniggedrugged childhood tells us , "MyMy"My-

mother
"My-

mother
"

mother dieddiedwhenwhen IIwaswas 6 . TilI'llIllI'll-

never
I'll-

never
'

never forget how kind ChristinaChristina-
was

Christina-
waswas to me !'"

As a child , Christina knewknew-
what

knew-
whatwhat it was to live in a:11: hutbut withwith-

mud
with-

mudmud outside , andandaa skylightskylight-
window

skylight-
windowwindow in the roof made ofof-

tra
of-

transparenttransparenttralsparent walrus intestines .

But now she and her husbandhusband-
are

husband-
areare having a prefabricated CappCapp-
house

Capp-
househouse shipped, ininOn! -OnOn-On theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown .

This couple believes that theirtheir-

people
their-

peoplepeople were stronger and betterbetter-
when

better-
whenwhen they did for themselves , asas-

in
as-

inin the old days . Not that theythey-
would

they-
wouldwould have the old days backback-

again
back-

againagain , but they'dtheyd' like to see thethe-

old
the-

oldold self reliance return .

This , then is a,33,, profileprofe glimpseglimpse-

ofof Stebbins Village , settled byby-

Nelson
by-

NelsonNelson Island Eskimos :.' TheThe-
same

The-
samesame winds and currents thatthat-
brought

that-
broughtbrought

, their fathers thethe-
benefIcial

the-
beneficialbeneficial driftwood logs ' (andand-

do
and-

dodo"bringoccasional'bringoccasionalso today) also 'bringbring"bring
"

'

occasional devestating stormsstorms-
r

..

-rr-;rSuchSuch as those of NovemberNov mbermber-
J1965J 65 and November 1974 . ,

;
'-

But
B-

ut'
But ; as they say in one EskimoEskimo-

idiom
Eskimo-

idiomidiom , "AnornarmatAnornarmat"AnomarmatAnomarmat" ! " Nothing-
can

((Nothing-
can

Nothing
can be done about it !') And thatthat-

coastal
that-

coastalcoastal stretch between ,

Sourdough Point andand-
Washington

and-
WashingtonWashington BluffBluffmakesmakes aa-

satisfactory
a-

satisfactorysatisfactory spot for StebbinsStebbins-
Village

Stebbins-
VillageVillage ,. ,'


