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Anchoraga. Alaska

Red Dog tied up by conflict in Congress

| ]

by Steve Kakaruk
+ Tundra Times

The Red Dog Mine project is
temporarily stalled due to dif-
ferences in the House and Senate
versions  of legislation which
would approve the land exchange
between NANA Regional Corp.,
and the U.S! government,

The Senate version, sponsored
by  Alaska = Sen. Frank
Murkowski, provides NANA
with 95,000 acres of the Cape
Krusenstern National Monument
in exchange for 103,000 acres it
could have claimed under the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act (ANCSA). i

The land will be used to build |
an access road from the Red Dog |
Mine to a port facility also slated |

for construction, |

The House version differs from
the Senate version in that NANA
would receive only 42,000 acres
of National Park! lands, and a
100-year easement from the
government for use of 20,000 on
which to build the access road.

'The Senate amended the House
bill and rellhwq t to that branch
of the Congress. Senate backers
say the House version would give
NANA Regional Corporation
unique land exchange rights, rais-
ing some difficult questions about
future land actions in the State of.
Alaska.,.

Jerry - Ritter of  Sen,
Murkowski's office commented
on the chances of a compromise
on the issue, saying, ““We are
confident that an early com-

Murkowski to chair
drug hearing in Alaska

Washington, D.C.—Senator
Frank Murkowski will chair a
U.5. Senate hearing in An-
chorage on August 30th to ex-
amine the scope of Alaska's drug
abuse problems.

In cooperation® with Florida
Senator  Paula  Hawkins,
Chairmen of the Subcommittee
on Children, Family, Drugs, and
Alcoholism, Murkowski will hear
testimony on drug abuse from

Alaska law enforcement officials,

drug and alcohol rehabilitation
counselors, drug users, the State
Department of Health & Social
Services, and the Alaska Council
on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse,

Murkowski said he wants to
find out how the federal govern-
ment can help local and state
agencies in the war against drug
abuse.

“I'm particulary concerned

(Continued on Page Two)

promise will be reached dhce the
recess is over, We feel the ease-
ment is a positive step.’’

The Red Dog Mine contains an
estimated 85 million tons of ore,

of which 17 percent is zinc, and |

5 percent is lead. The mine also

contains rich silver deposits; the |

expected yield is about 2.4 ounces
per ton.

The mine is expected to pro-
duce about 300,000 tons of zinc
per year, about the amount all the

"

nation's other mines produce
combined. .

In addition, the mine will create
about 400 permanent new jobs in
the high unemployment NANA
region, as well as over 200 tem-
porary jobs during construction
of the access road and port
facility,

If legislation passes both houses
of the Congress, giving the green
light for construction, Project
Director Riley Snell for Alaska

Industrial Development Authority

said bids will be accepted for con-

struction as carly as next
»February,

Alaska legislation  passed
carlier this year will, provide
about $175 million to finance the
construction of the port facility
and access road. Cominco would
provide the balance of the con-
struction capital, and will
guarantee the state's investment,
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Gov. Bill Sheffield was greeted bya large crowd of well-wishers upon returning to Anchorage last week.
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Paydirt in store for Alaska’s mining industry




