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Laura BeltzB&tzBtz& Crockett dies in Hawaii
By Tom RichardsRichards-

forfor the Tundra TtmesTimesTtmes-
A

Times-
AA memmemorial<;Hial CathQlicCatholic massmass-

will

mass-

willwill be held at 10 am . on Satur-SaturSatur-
day

Satur-
day

--
day ., March 24 , at the Holy Fam-FamFam-
ily

Fam-
ily

-

ily Cathedral in Anchorage forfor-

Laura

for-

LauraLaura M . Crockett , who dieddied-
March

died-
MarchMarch 14 in Honolulu , Hawaii..

Services will also be held inin-

Kotzebue
in-

KotzebueKotzebue at a later date . A re-rere-

ception
re-rere-

ception

--
ception will immediately followfollow-
the

follow-
thethe Anchorage service.

Long a prominent figure inin-

Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaska Native , American Indian ,

and Alaska civic affairs , sheshe-

was

she-

waswas born Laura May BeltBeltz atat-

Candle

at-

CandleCandle., Ak on Oct., 1 , 1940 .

She was one.halfonehalfone .half lnupiatInupiat EskimoEskimo-
and

Eskimo-
andand half GennanGerman , the samesame-

ancestry

same-

ancestryancestry as both ofof her parents ,

and was a shareholder of bothboth-
the

both-
thethe NANNANAA Regional Corp . and

the Kitkiktagruk Inupiat Corp .

Death occurred as a resultresult-
of

result-
ofof kidney failure . She was aa-

resident
a-

residentresident of Kihei on the Hawaian-
Island

HawaianHawaian-
IslandIsland of Maui , and maintainedmaintained-
homes

maintained-
homeshomes in Anchorage and atat-
Harding

at-
HardingHarding Lake ., near FaubanksFairbanks ,

where she often travelled for ex-exex-
tended

ex-
tended

-

tended visits . At her request .,

her remainremains were cremated inin-
Hawaii

in-
HawaiiHawaii last week .

The daughter of FredricaFredrica-
"Rica

Fredrica-
"Rica"RicaRica" " Beltz and the late BertBert-

Beltz
Bert-

BeltzBeltz , Sr. , she attended gradegrade-
school

grade-
schoolschool in Kotzebue and was aa-

graduate
a-

graduategraduate of MtMt.. EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-
Boarding

Edgecumbe-
BoardingBoarding School at Sitka .

Prior to enactment of thethe-
AIska

the-
AlaskaAIskaAlaska, Native 'ClaimsClaims' SetSettlementSettlement-
Act

lementlement-
ActAct , she served as secrsecretarytary forfor-
the

for-
thethe Alaska Federation of NativesNatives-
and

Natives-
andand as an officer of the Cook

Inlet Native Association . As cr-crcr-

Continued
ef-efef-

Continued

--
(Continued on Page Sixteen )
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torhtorn toward a Native c1ail11claimsclaims-

settlementsettlement intemifiedintensified , lheshe! as .

sumed a prominent policy rolerole-
in

role-
inin thaIthat movement..

She was appointed a membermember-
of

member-
ofof the Native Claims Task ForceForce-
by

Force-
byby Governor Walter HickelIlickel in
1967 andandwaswas subsequentlysubsequently-
named

subsequently-
namednamed a member of the NationalNational-
Council

National-
CouncilCouncilCouncilonon Indian OpportunityOpportunity-
byby President Richard Nixon ,

where she was a ltrongstrong! advocateadvocate-
for

advocate-
forfor Native and Indian claimsclaims-
and

claims-
andand rights .

For many yearyears , shehe ervedservedserved-

as

!erved-
aaas an officer and director of thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra TimelTimes! newlpapernewspaper! , wherewhere-
she

where-
sheshe became a close personalpersonal-
friend

personal-
friendfriend and confidant of Times '

Editor Howard Rock . She waswas-
an

was-
anan organizer andandseveraltermseveral-termseveraltermseveralterm-
Chairperson

severalterm-
Chairperson

-

Chairperson of the World EEski-EskiEsk-
imoIndian

ki-kiki-

rno.lndian
--

rno.lndianrnolndianmo-IndianmoIndian.- Olympics and thethe-
Institute

the-
InstituteInstitute of Alaska Native Arts ,

both currently prominent AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative institutions .

She also served as a membermember-
of

member-
ofof the Board of Regents for thethe-
Institute

the-
InstituteInstitute of American Indian

Arts at Sante Fe , New Mexico ,

and as a member of the InteriorInterior-
Departmelt's

Interior-
Department'sDepartmelt'sDepartmeltsDepartment'sDepartments) ' Indian Arts andand-

Crafts
and-

CraftsCrafts Board .

She had also been a pastpast-
president

past-
presidentpresident of the MUsk.OxMUskOxMusk .Ox ProPro-Pro-
ducer's

.-

ducer'sducers' Co.OperativeCoOperativeCo .Operative , a statestate-state-
wide

.-

wide textile andandanimalanimal hushus-hushus-
bandry

-.
bandry enterprise , and wawas aa-

memher
a-

membermemhermember of the Alaska RemoteRemote-
Housing

Remote-
housingHousing Committee which im-imim-
plemented

im-
plemented

--
plemented

.
the "BartlettBartlett" " billbill-

for
bill-

forfor rural Alaska housing . ForFor-
severaleveralseveral years , she was an activeactive-

member
active-

membermember of the Alaska PlanPlan-

Policy
Plan-

PolicyPolicy Board , throughthroughwhichwhichwhichshesheshe-
advocated

hehe-
advocatedadvocated for Native and min-minmin-
ority

min-
y

-

ority hire on the Alyeska PipePipe-Pipe-
line

.-

line project..

While a reresidentjdent of Fairbanks ,

she was elected a member ofof-
the

of-
thethe Fairbanks North Star Bor-BorBor-
ough

Bor-
ough

--
ough Assembly . She was extenexten-exten-
sively

-.
sively involved in various caca-caca-
pacities

-.
pacities with the RepublicanRepublican-
Party

Republican-
PartyParty in Alaska . In 197J1973 , sheshe-
was

she-
waswas appointed to fill the unun-unun-

expired

.-

expired Alaska State SenateSenate-
scat

Senate-
seatscatseat of U.SUS. . Congressman DonDon-
Young

Don-
YoungYoung , however did not receivereceive-

party
receive-

partyparty endorsement for confiIJ11aconfrjna-confrjna.-

liontion . She was appointed byby-
Pre

by-
PresidentPrePresidentident Gerald Ford tnto thethe-
American

the-
AmericanAmerican Revolution BicentenIlicenten-IlicentenIlicenten-
nial

-.
nial Council , which planned the
1976 200th birthday celebrationcelebration-
ofof the U.SUS. .

She accepted apointments toto-
numerous

to-
numerousnumerous state .boardsboards. and comConn-ConnCon-
nmissions

.-

missions and civic organilationsorganizations .

Among others , these included :

Alaska Reapportionment AdviAdvi-AdviAdvi-
sory

-.
sory Board , State Tourism AdAd-Ad-

visory

.-

visory Board , State CommissionCommission-
forfor Employment of the HandiIlandi-IlandiIlandi-
capped

-.
capped , State Native FoodsFoods-
Advisory

Foods-
AdvisoryAdvisory Council , State TaskTask-

Force
Task-

ForceForce on HardHardofof Hearing , UU-

of
U-

ofof A . Fairbanks student Orine-OrineOrine-
tat

Orine-
tation

--
tattationion Services Committee andand-
University

and-
UniversityUniversity Native Arts andand-

Crafts
and-

CraftsCrafts Council , Alaska CrippledCrippled-
Children's

Crippled-
Children'sChildren'sChildrens' Association Board ,

Arctic Association for RetardedRetarded-
Children's

Retarded-
Children'sChildren'sChildrens' Board , Breast CancerCancer-
Detection

Cancer-
DetectionDetection Center for AlaskaAlaska-
Board

Alaska-
BoardBoard , andandwaswas anart active memomem-memmemo-
ber

mem-
ber

-
ber of the League of WomenWomen-

Voters
Women-

VotersVoters .

In addition to her civic andand-
public

and-
publicpublic services , she willwillalsoalso bebe-
remembered

be-
rememberedremembered for her frequent

promotionalpromotionalactivitiesactivities on behalfbehalf-
of

behalf-
ofof Alaska and AlatlkaAlaska! NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople . Her11cr first mcmorablememorablemcmorable-
public

memorable-
publicpublic appearance was on thethe-
cover

the-
covercover of Holiday Magazine .

She appeared on numerous nat-natnat-
ional

nat-
i

-

ionallanai television programs , IncludInclud-Includ-

ing

-.
ing the Donald O'ConnorOConnor' Show ,

Jackie Joseph Show , E'dEd' SuiSul-SulSul-
livan

.-

livan Show , Lowell 1110masThomas1110mas-

"High
Thomas-

"High"HighHigh" Adventure " Series , andand-
was

and-
waswas a guest three times on thethe-
Johnny

the-
JohnnyJohnny Carson Show .

11leThe most memorable promopromo-promo-
tional

.-

tional activities in Alaska inin-inin-

elude

.-

c1udeelude ta: whaling expedition toto-
Point

to-
PointPoint Hope with former NewNew-

York
New-

YorkYork Senator James Buckley ,

rubbing noses ( Eskimo kiss ) withwith-
Vice

with-
ViceVice President Spiro Agnew , andand-

perennia
and-

perenniaperennia ) duties as co-organizercoorganizercoorganizer-
of

-

of the annual Tundra Times Ban-BanBan-

quet
Ban-

quet
-

quet with Mary Jane Fate ofof-
Fairbanks

of-
FairbanksFairbanks .

An eleltgantgant and gracious woowo-wowoo-

man
wo-

man
-

man , Tundra Times Editor RockRock-
frequently

Rock-

frequentlyfrequently described her asas-

"pert
as-

"pert"pertpert" " in headlines . SoutheastSoutheast-
Alaska

Southeast-
AlaskaAlaska Native leader Roger LangLang-
said

Lang-
saidsaid Alaska Natives gained 1010-

million
10-

millionmillion acres each time she

rubbedrubbednoscIrubbednosesnoscInoses! in the land claimsclaims-
effort

claims-
efforteffort .

She was married twice , first-

to
firstfirst-

toto prominent Alaskan businessbusiness-business-
man

.-

man Neil Bergt for more than
17 years . lIerI1cr four children reore-rereo-

sulted
re-

suited
-

sultedsuited from that marriage . Her11er11e-
rsecond

Her-

secondsecond ' marriage was to MauiMau-
iattorney

Mau-
iattorneyattorney William Crockett , andand-
was

and-
waswas concluded after moutabout: twotwo-
years

two-
yearsyears .

She Is survived by her mother ,

Fredrica DeltzBeltz of Kotzebue ; aa-

sister
a-

sistersister , Arlene Stevens of FairFair-Fair-
banks

.-

banks ; two brothers , RonaldRonald-
Bcltz

Ronald-
BcltzBcltz of Fai'rbanksFairbanks' , and BertBert-

Beltz
Bert-

BeltzBeltz Jr . ; two daughters , DebraDebra-
Bergt

Debra-
BergtBergt of Rancho Santa Fe , Ca .

and Karen Bergt , formerly aa-

teacher

a-

teacherteacher in Oregon now attendingattending-
graduate

attending-
graduategraduate school in California ;

and two sons , Michael Bergt whowho-
lines

who-
lineslines in Anchorage and is em-emem-

ployed
em .-

ployed by Quadrant DevelopDevelop-Develop-
ment

.-

ment , mdand: Brian Bergt who is aa-

student
a-

studentstudent at the University ofof-
Alaska.Falrbanks

of-
AlaskaFairbanksAlaska.FalrbanksAlaskaFalrbanksAlaska-FairbanksAlaskaFairbanks.- ; and by Dr .

Henry TemPas , her friend andand-
companion

and-
companioncompanion of the past fourfour-
years

four-
yearsyears . She was preceded in deathdeath-
by

death-
byby a brother , Louie Beltz


