Matfay worked his way up fishing ranks

by Mike Hostad
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KODIAK Lurry  Mautlay,
respected eldes Trom the village o)
Old Harhor on Rodiak Islund,  hus
witlked the hills and navigared the
waters of the istand oy well over a
century

Phe B2-yeuarold Russian Adeut con
tinues W operate 4 bear  puiling
Prusiness and o Tish camp, and ovea
stvuilly  he dances with Shoonig
Fribid Drisngcers of Kodmk sl

Mo muoss grows bencath Mutfuy s
busy teel. Mailay was honored this
yar by the Abiska Legishatice for is
contribution o professional big game
guding and Tor the preservation ol the

Aleut calture and history on Kodiok

Island

Matfay was boen in Akhiok, sitwted
about 10 nules southwest ol Kodiak
His tather, Sava NMotlay, was o seh of
ter hunder whose shiny pelt was traded
for The eedar house Larry Matlay wis
born tn. Mattay s muother, Pelegya,
died mo thie ITWIR worldwide i
cpdienmie

I suivmmers Save ik the Baonly o
the Alaskn Packers Asssocintion can
nery al (Mga Bay where he helped
move supphies, worked i the cannery
limes iwnd fishied on beach saimne gangs

Matfay worked lus way up into the
Pishing runks: His cioreer began in the
cannery caleterue, then Larry moved
to the processing hines, jomed u beach
seining pang, eventually became a fore
nwan, and fmally be got s own boat
andd fishing sile

Matliy wias also a renideer herder,
witchang over the animals that were
shipped 10 Kodiak Istand in 1922

Ml carrier, 15 another responsiili:
ty Matiay took on as a voung man, He
carried the mal, enther on foo or 1n
his (itney, o the Alitak cannery where
the muul boat, Star, made monthly
stops

Chnome o his manl rurs, Matfay moet
Mirthy Nawmofl of Karluk. He was
woy imipressed with this young lady who
Jad coime 1o Akhiok with her father
0 visit relutives, that he usked her o
murry him. Several days after the pro
posal, Mutfay and Naumolt were mit
ned at the Orthodox Church
Akhirok
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Lmrn M. u;u\' ng.h.l and John Peterson, a kayaker from Greenland wha Vesife d him, g together in j.,”._-,fm.l.

Fhe Matfays moved 1o Old Harbor
i 1952, Larry opened a show hall and
operated a transmitter radio — the on-
ly means of mnstant commumention
with the Ouwtside. In 1964, the Mat
lays shared thear neighbors' loss and
griel when their home was destroyed
by the devastating tsunami. Villugers
were evacunied 0 Anchomge. but
returned 1 Old Harbor belone the year
Wil OvEr

Matfay was one of the frist Aleuts
0 receive s hcense as o registencd
big gume guide, Before he sturted con
ducting humts in 1971, he was an ssgis
tant guade and packer for other pudes.
In 1949, he was involved i the tuk

mg of u near record bear ar Olga Hay
The bear's skull measured 18 and
three quurters of an inch

Frequently called upon w share
stories and songs of the Alewvculivre,
Matfay willingly and happily gives ol
his time

"1 want 1o share my culture,  he
savs, "Ldon't want 1o take it with me
when | die ™

Matfay was twice nominated by the
Kaodink Arés MNative AssoCiation as
Citizen of the Year, for the Alaska
Federmtion of Nutives Convention, He
s oomember of the Culiural Henlage
Comounttee for KANA and o member
of Three Samms Orthodox Church
Counctl in old Harbor

The citstion presented 1o Matlay

says he 1w Thighly respecied’ and
homored elder of the Aloets of CHd
Harbor and Kodiak in general. - 1
o this unsellish and caring person

whose actions and conrbutions
exeniplify amnd enhiance one of the cor-
nerstones of the raditonal Aleut peo
sle, that of shanng und passing on
Lu wledpe  through  example and
demonstration, that this 1h Alaski
Stite Legislature hereby begtows it
Hopor ™

Muatlay’™s hite story, fime oo d e e!
Life of An Aluxka Native, was pub
lished recently. Inguines about the
ook muy be sent (o Mike Rostad,
2610 Mill Bay Road, A-1H, Koduk
D615, telephone dR6-R142

The I 7th Anirieal Village Participeition
Comference will take place Feb, 2025
art Centenmad Hall in Junean, Spon
soredd by the Rural Alaska Commun
1y Action Program, with funding from
the Alaska Deparrment of Commuinin
and Regional Affairs, the "'VPC™ ad
dresses rural dssues, This vear the
planners velected Hﬂdms: the Circle.
Restoring a Legacy™ as the 1990
theme, Those who are imterested in al
teniling  the 1990 VPC as self
SuppOrting participants. may confait
David Hardenbergh ar 2M-251 o
[-RO-478-T227 for information on
regixtriaion amd  travel and  hotel
el xeonnts,




