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North Slope leader , John Nusunginya , dies
-

One of ""thethe gieatgleatgreat leaders ofof-

the
of-

thethe NoithNOlthNorth Slope " region dieddied-

last
died-

lastlast week in Anchorage .

John Nusunginya SrSr.. ,. a repre-

sentative

repre-

sentative

reprerepre-¬-

sentativesentativeomf"0mf0m"'--omom() m BairowBalfowBarrow in111 thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst Alaska State Legislature andand-

the
and-

thethe man responsible for thethe-

hunting
the-

huntinghunting rights battle in BarrowBarrow-
inin 1960 ,. died Aug . 18 in Anc-

orage
Anc-

orage
Anc-

orage
Anc-Anc-

orage of heart failure . Helie hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen ill for some time accordingaccording-
toto his daughter ,. Patsy Aamodt..

Nusunginya served two termsterms-

in
terms-

inin the State House of Represen-

tatives
Represen-

tatives
RepresenRepresen-¬-

tatives and served as the firstfirst-

president
first-

presidentpresident of the North Slope Bo-

rough's
Bo-

rough's
BoBo-¬-

rough'sroughs' first assemblassembly .

He also was a member of thethe-

Village

the-

VillageVillage of Barrow village council..

He is survived by seven chil-

dren

chil-

dren
chilchil-¬-

dren and 12 grandchildren . HisHis-

wife

His-

wifewife , the former Vera Itta ,. died

20 years ago , said Mrs . Aamodt..

When he servedservgd in the statestate-

House
state-

HouseHouse of Representatives , Nus-

unginya
Nus-

unginya
NusNus-¬-

unginya was arrested for shoot-

ing
shoot-

ing
shootshoot-¬-

ing ducks outside of a huntinghuntll1ghunting-
season- season established by an II1terna-

tional
interna-

tional
internaII1terna-II1ternainterna-¬-

tional migratory birds treaty .

As a test of the regulations ,.,
138138otherother BarrowBarro\\-BarroBarromen\- men shotshot-

ducks
shot-

ducksducks and presented themselvesthemselves-

toto federal game wardens for ar-

rest
ar-ar-,.

rest.. All :chargesiharges against all hhun-

ters
hunhun-un-

ters
un-un¬-

ters were dropped in111 1961..

As a result of this dIspute-

over
disputedispute-

overover Native subsistence rightsrights-

and
rights-

andand another dispute about a

1960 attempt to detonate-adetonatea-. a au-

dear
nunu-

clear
au-aunu-nu¬-

cleardear device at Cape ThompsonThompson-
thethe organizationorgal1JlatlOn InupiatInuplat PaitotPaitot-

was
Paitot-

waswas formed .

North Slope Borough MayorMayor-

Jacob
Mayor-

JacobJacob Adams called NusunginyaNllsunginya,

""oneone of the great leaders of ourour-
area

our-
areaarea . He had good foresight andand-

worked
and-

workedworked hard to get the best forfor-

the
for-

thethe people up here ." Adams ser-

ved
ser-

ved
serser-¬-

vedvedonon the Borough AssemblyAssembly-
with

Assembly-
withwith Nusunginya for severalseveral-
years

several-
yearsyears .:'

State Sen . Frank FergusonFerguson-
from

Ferguson-
fromfrom KotzebueKotlebue said he got intointo-
politics

into-
politicspolitics because of Nusunginya'sNusunginyasNusunginya's-
inspiration

Nusunginya's-
inspiration

'

inspiration . ""It'sIts' a shame . That'sThatsThat's-
such

That's-
such ''such a shame . He was the personperson-
who

person-
whowho inspiredII1spired , me to get into polpol-

it
pol-

itics
pol-pol¬-

ititicsics . "

Ferguson is the President forfor-

the
for-

the
for-

thethe AlaskaAlaska. Federation of Na-
tIves

Na-
tives

NaNa-¬-

tives .

Nusunginya'sNusunginyas' daughter ,. Patsy ,

says she remembers her fatherfather-

predicting
father-

predictingpredicting long before the Pru-

dhoe
Pru-

dhoe
Pru-

dhoe
Pru-Pru-

dhoe oil depositdepositsdeposits-depositswere!.- were discov-

ered
discov-

ered
discovdiscov-¬-

ered that there would be devel-

opment
devel-

opment
develdevel-¬-

opment of the North Slope oiloil-

and

oil-

andand mineral depostisdepostsdepostts! . She said hehe-

also

he-

alsoalso prepredicted<htted the establishment .._
of a schoolschoolandand constructiononstruction ofof-

an

of-

anan airportmrport and a road to the

North Slope . Those predictions-
came

predictions
came true in a big way .

Mrs . Aamodt said her fatherfather-
always

father-
alwaysalways told his family ""ifif youyou-
belIeve

you-
believebelieve that you are right ,. thenthen-

you
then-

youyou should stick to what youyou-
believe

you-
believebelieve in . Don'tDont' sell yourselfyourself-
short

yourself-
shortshort for anythinganylhing . "

She says her father was thethe-

kind
the-

kindkind of person who ""wouldwould notnot-
be

not-
bebe pushedpushedaSideaside if he belIeved-

in
believed

in something . " IIfl' there was a lawlaw-

that
law-

thatthat discriminated against hisIus--- --

people or did not include hishis-

peopl
his-

peoplepeoplepeopl ,. he made sure it waswas-

changed
was-

changedchanged or got rid of itit.."

She says helie was a strong bebe-

lIever
be-

liever
be-be¬-

liever in education . ""EvenEven whenwhen-

he
when-

liehelie was really sick he went to thethe-

graduation
the-

graduationgraduation ceremony when I gotgotI-

llY

got-

myrnyIllYmy master'smasters' degree in publicpublic-

school
public-

schoolschool administration . He enen-

couraged
en-

couraged
en-en¬-

couraged me to get my doctor-
ate

doctor-
ate

doctordoctor- ¬-

ate .
"

Nusunginya is survived by hishis-

mother
his-

mothermother , Faye ,. Barrow , by his

daughters ,. Beverly Long ,. PatsyPatsy-
Aamodt

Patsy-
AamodtAamodt.. Marie Huddell ,. LucilleLucille-
Leavitt

Lucille-
LeavittLeavitt and Helen Nusunginya ,

all of Barrow , and sons Tom andand-

John
and-

JohnJohn JrJr.. ,. both of Barrow .

He also is survived by hishis-

brothers
his-

brothersbrothers ,. Ronald ,. Nenana , Don ,
Percy ,. both Barrow ,. and sisters ,.

Mary Edwardsen ,. Mabel Panigeo ,

Edna Rice ,. and Sally Brower ,. allall-

Barrow
all-

BarrowBarrow .

He was a member of the Bar-

row
Bar-

row
BarBar-¬-

row Assembly of God Church .


